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Central African Republic 


Cameroon Minister Gives Biya Message to Kolingba 
AB1701215089 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 17 Jan 89 


[Excerpts] This morning, General Andre Kolingba, pres- 
ident of the republic, founding chairman of the Central 
African Democratic Rally, and head of state, had his first 
contact with the new cabinet that was established by 
Decree No 89-005 of 5 January 1989. [passage omitted] 


After this meeting with the new government members, 
the president received Abanda Tsanga, Cameroonian 
industrial and commercial development minister. The 
Cameroonian minister arrived in Bangui yesterday to 
deliver a personal message from the Cameroonian head 
of state, His Excellency Paul Biya, to President Andre 
Kolingba. As Mr Tsanga emphasized in an interview 
with Magba Totama, the visit concerns the issue of 
regular consultations among the heads of state of the 
subregion. The Cameroonian minister replied to a ques- 
tion by Magba Totama concerning transportation. 


[Begin recording] [Totama] Mr Minister, concerning the 
consultations, there is a bit of a (?dispute) between CAR 
transporters and their Cameroonian counterparts. Your 
Excellency, have solutions been found to this issue in 
Cameroon? 


[Tsanga] Yes, this issue was raised during the recent 
UDEAC [Customs and Economic Union of Central 
Africa] summit. It was agreed that... [changes thought] in 
reality, we cannot talk about this topic, because there is 
some misunderstanding. I think that it was decided at 
this UDEAC summit that a subcommission should be 
formed to very rapidly settle this misunderstanding. It is 
not a real problem. 


{[Totama] Has the commission been established? 


[Tsanga] I think that the commission has been estab- 
lished and it will soon meet. 


{Totama] Do you think that this dispute can be rapidly 
settled, considering that during the recent meeting of the 
transport owners of the CAR and their counterparts 
from Chad, the problem was raised again? 
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[Tsanga] I am repeating to you that I am not talking 
about any dispute between us. I said that there is a 
misunderstanding that can be easily settled. 


[Totama] Thank you, Mr Minister. 
[Tsanga] Thank you, too. [end recording] 
Chad 
French Army Forces Chief Schmitt Ends Visit 


Moussoro Radar Base To Close 
AB1601161489 Paris AFP in French 1554 GMT 
16 Jan 89 


[Text] Ndjamena, 16 Jan (AFP)}—France will reduce its 
“Sparrowhawk” military forces in Chad by dismantling, 
in particular, its radar base at Moussoro (240 km north 
of Ndjamena). This was announced today in the Cha- 
dian capital by General Schmitt, commander in chief of 
the French Armed Forces. Gen Schmitt, who is on a visit 
to Chad to inspect the French troops in that country, 
announced this decision after talks with Chadian Presi- 
dent Hissein Habre. 


“In view of developments since the establishment of the 
‘Sparrowhawk’ operation, this reduction can be made, in 
particular the closing of the French base at Moussoro,” 
he stated. He pointed out, however, that the French 
Army in Chad will still have “all of its effectiveness, in 
particular, its air and ground-to-air equipment.” 


Cooperation Level ‘Good’ 
AB1701205889 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 17 Jan 89 


[Text] General Maurice Schmitt, chief of general staff of 
the French Armed Forces, who arrived in our country on 
15 January, ended his visit today with a visit to Abeche. 
[Words indistinct] inspected a detachment of the “Spar- 
rowhawk™ force in the company of the commander of 
the Second Military Region and the prefect [words 
indistinct}. Gen Schmitt expressed satisfaction with the 
good level of cooperation between the FANT and the 
“Sparrowhawk” force. He reiterated that the French Air 
Force, with its (7limited) weaponry, would pursue its 
mission. The French Army head was certainly referring 
to the decision by France and Chad to reduce the French 
military force, particularly by dismantling the advance 
post at Moussoro. 
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Ethiopia 


Fikre-Selassie Meets With Sudanese Minister 
EA1501221189 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 15 Jan &9 


[Text] Comrade Fikre-Selassie Wogderess has said that the 
recent constr:<cive efforts by Ethiopia and Sudan to solve 
the problems between them and further develop the his- 
torical relations of their peoples should be continually 
strengthened. Comrade Fikre-Selassie Wogderess, prime 
minister and WPE Central Committee Politburo member, 
held talks with Sudanese Energy Minister Mubarak ai- 
Fadil al-Mahdi in his office today. During these talks he 
stressed that solving the two countries’ problems is crucial 
to future cooperation in various fields. 


He assured the Sudanese envoy that Ethiopia will 
increase its efforts toward realizing peace in the region 
and a total solution to the two sides’ s. The 
comrade prime minister said that talks held with high- 
ranking officials during his recent visit to Sudan had 
made a very important contribution toward the peace 
efforts, and that there had been encouraging develop- 
ments since the Khartoum talks. 


Mubarak al-Fadil al-Mahdi expressed his satisfaction at 
proposals made by people from the lowland areas of 
Eritrea living inside and outside the country and at the 
steps taken so far. He affirmed that his country will do 
everything in its power to solve regic:'al problems. 
Al-Mahdi briefed the comrade prime minister on the 
current situation in the Sudan and problems concerning 
peace in the region. 


USSR’s Katushev Leads Joint Economic Talks 
EA1301203289 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 13 Jan 89 


[Text] The eighth meeting of the PDRE-USSR Joint 
Commission on Economic Scientific, Technical, and 
Trade Cooperation opened this afternoon at the assem- 
bly hall of the National Committee for Central Planning. 
During the meeting, which was chaired by Comrade 
Tesfaye Dinka, WPE Central Committee alternate Polit- 
buro member, deputy prime minister, and chairman of 
the Ethiopian-Soviet Joint Commission on the PDRE 
side, drafting teams for five cooperation areas were 
formed. The areas in which bilateral cooperation will 
focus are (land use), mining, energy, industry, agricul- 
ture, water resources development, and trade. 


The Soviet delegation, which is led by Comrade Fedoro- 
vich Katushev, CPSU Central Committee member, min- 
ister of foreign economic relations, and chairman of the 
Soviet side of the joint conimission, arrived in Addis 
Ababa this morning to attend the eighth meeting of the 
Ethiopian-Soviet Joint Commission. 
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The Ethiopian-Soviet Joint Commission meeting wil! 
continue tomorrow. It is expected thai a protocol will be 
signed soon after talks have been held on projects 
already launched and on new ones. 


Eritrean Official Condemns Mengistu Pian 
JN1201103489 Manama WAKH in Arabic 0920 GMT 
12 Jan 89 


[Text] Abu Dhabi, 12 Jan (WAKH)—A senior Eritrean 
official has condemned Ethiopian President [Mengistu] 
Haile Mariam’s pian to divide Eritrea into Christian and 
Muslim regions and to give each of the two regions 
self-rule in an attempt to end the Eritrean problem. 


In a press statement distributed in Abu Dhabi today, 
Mohamed Othman Abu Bakr, representative of the 
Exitrean Liberation Front-The Unified Organization in 
the Arabian Gulf states, warned that the Eritrean revo- 
lutionaries can transfer the battle into Ethiopia and its 
cities, particularly the Ethiopian capital, if the Ethiopian 
regime reverses its criminal scheme against the Eritrean 
people. Abu Bakr accused the Ethiopian reg:me of lis- 
tening to Zionist ideas and coordinating with Israel 
regarding this liquidatory plan. The Zionist enemy was 
concerned over the Ethiopian regime's request for Suda- 
nese mediation. Hence, Israel promised Ethiopia gener- 
ous military and economic aid as well as experts in 
various fields in return for not ending the Eritrean 
problem. This is because it is in Israel’s interest 10 retain 
the conflict in the Horn of Africa so that the Red Sea will 
remain oper to the Zionist enemy to implement its 
conspiracies as it wishes, he added. 


The Eritrean official revealed that the fraternal Arab 
states, the Soviet Union, the United States, and the West 
European states have advised the Ethiopian regime to 
find a solution to the Eritrean problem satisfying all 
parties in harmony with international detente, which 
seeks to end regional conflicts. Some Western states have 
halted their humanitarian aid to the Ethiopian regime as 
a means of pressuring it, he said. 


Abu Bakr urged the fraternal and friendly states to 
support the Eritrean people in foiling the Ethiopian 
conspiracy of partition and sectarian sedition. This con- 
spiracy aims to sow discord among the sons of the same 
people arid end their national aspirations for indepen- 
dence and freedom, he said. 


EPLF Reports Combat Operations, Victories 
EA1501142689 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
oY Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 15 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] Units of the heroic EPLF zonal army have 
attacked and dispersed an enemy force that advanced 
from Digsa to Deki (Digna) District in the southern zone 
to harass the people. 
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In the attack, carried out the day before yesterday [13 
Jan}—the third biggest military engagement this year— 
our heroes killed 40 Ethiopian troops, wounded 30 
others, and captured |. They also captured 17 Kalashni- 
kov rifles and one Bren Gun. [passage omitted] 


25 Dergue Casualties Reported 
EA1801111789 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 18 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] The heroic EPLF People’s Army has attacked 
enemy (?fortifications) in northern Denakil. During the 
attack, which was carried out at (Debeb Sheka) the day 
before yesterday, units of our People’s Army put 52 
enemy troops out of action. Of these, 25 were killed and 
27 others were (?wounded). [passage omitted] 


TPLF Armed Attacks Against WPE Troops 
EA1201201089 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic to Ethiopia 1500 GMT 12 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] The heroic Peoples Army and Militia of Raya, 
Bora [Raya Na Azebo Province] and Samre [Enderta 
Province] have continued their joint attack on the deca- 
dent WPE troops attempting to facilitate the movement of 
convoys between May Nebri and Bet Mara. The Peoples 
Army and Militia killed or wounded 137 and captured 4 
WPE soldiers on 9 January. They also captured four 
Kalashnikovs, a watch, and five RPG's before returning 


losses in men and materiel. Moreover, two vehicles and 
one [word indistinct] were destroyed together with their 
passengers and loads by land mines planted by the Tigray 
Peoples Liberation Front engineering unit. 


‘Joint Offensive’ Launched 
EA 1601094389 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic to Ethiopia 0400 GMT 16 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] Forces of the heroic Tigray People's Liberation 
Front in Central and Agame zones have launched a joint 
offensive against enemy troops stationed at Idaga Hamus 
and May Megelta towns in Agame Province, killing or 
wounding 160 troops and capturing 6. In the fixhting, 
which lasted for | hour [words indistinct] the memb«'rs of 
our zonal army seized nine WPE vehicles—four Ural 
trucks, one VAZ, one Mercedes, and three other heavy 
trucks, and set them ablaze. [passage omitted] 


273 Dergue Troops Said Killed 
EA1701194189 (Clandestine) Voice of the Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic to Ethiopia 1500 GMT 17 Jan 89 


Excerpt] The heroic members of our regular and zonal 
orces achieved a striking victory by completely destroy- 
ing the 4th Battalion of the 139th Brigade, which had 
dug in at (Adis Gena) and (Sanka Ber) in Gonder Region, 
as well as a government force of one company that came 
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as a reinforcement. In addition, one battalion and irreg- 
ulars that came to their assistance were attacked twice by 
our heroic comrades and forced to retreat. 


During this victorious attack, which was carried out on 
13 January 1989, our heroic comrades killed 273 gov- 
ernment soldiers, wounded 157, and captured 12! sol- 
diers. [passage omitted] 


Kenya 


Ouko Criticizes Congressman Wolf's Sudan Visit 
EAi701163989 Nairobi KNA in English 1400 GMT 
17 Jan 89 


[Text] Nairobi, 17 Jan (KNA)}—The minister for foreign 
affairs and international cooperation, Dr Robert Ouko, 
has said U.S. Congressman Frank Wolf, who was visiting 
Kenya last week, visited southern Sudan without the 
prior knowledge of, nor in consultation with the Kenya 
Government and the Ministry of Foreign Afairs and 
International Cooperation. 


In a statement issued today, Dr Ouko said the US. 
congressman was accompanied on the visit to southern 
Sudan by a representative of Norwegian Peoples Aid and 
a private relief organization. In this connection, Dr 
Ouko strongly urged official visitors to Kenya to desist 
from using Kenya to make unofficial visits to any of 
Kenya's neighboring countries without obtaining the 
necessary approval! from the relevant organization of the 
Kenyan Government. 


The foreign minister issued the statement to clarify last 
week's reports of the visit to an S™LA [Sudanese People’s 
Liberation Army] camp in southern Sudan by the U.S. 
congressman. 


Somalia 


Envoy Protests UK Foreign Secretary's Statement 
PM1701163989 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
in Arabic 14 Jan 89 p 1 


[Zaki Musa report: “Somali Ambassador To AL-SHARQ 
AL-AWSAT: We Possess No Chemical Weapons, and | 
Have Protested to the British Foreign Office”) 


{Excerpt} London, Mogadishu (AL-SHARQ AL- 
AWSAT, news agencies)}—Somali Ambassador to Brit- 
ain Ahmed Jama Abdullah said that he has submitted a 
protest to the British Foreign Office concerning the 
Statement on the security situation in northern Somalia 
made by the British foreign secretary during his stopover 
in Djibouti and the British campaign against his country. 


In an exclusive statement to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT, 
Jama added that reports of Somalia's possession of chem- 
ical weapons are baseless and are “Western inventions.” 
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The Somali ambassador pointed out that the British 
foreign secretary had based his recent statement on what 
was published by British media outlets displeased about 
the resumption of normal relations between his country 
and Libya. 


Abdullah said that the British media should have been 
amazed at the offensive launched by armed men against 
northern Somalia with the aim of partitioning it, not at 
the government forces’ defense of the country’s security 
and independence. [passage omitted] 


Uganda 


* Former Rebels’ Screening, Instruction C 
34000128e Kampala THE NEW VISION ir English 
10 Nov 88 pI 


[Article by David Mukwaya] 


[Text] The exercise of screening former rebels of UPDA 
[Uganda People’s Democratic Alliance] and UPA 
[Uganda People’s Alliance] who surrendered and were 
being politicized at Mabissojo reorganization camp, has 
been completed. The ex-rebels are now being transported 
to various places of their choice. 


Lt Col Steven Kashaka, the deputy chief of training and 
recruitment and chairman of the screening team yester- 
day told THE NEW VISION that 1,500 former rebels 
have been selected tc join training schools and later the 
National Army. 


Another 2000 ex-rebels will join the prisons and police 
forces while 3,000 are joining the production brigade. 


Lt Col Kashaka said 130 former rebel officers will be 
deployed within the army while another 300 who were 
commissioned by rebel leaders before they surrendered, 
will undergo an officers’ training course before being 


deployed. 


The rest of the ex-rebels about 800 are going back home 
or to school. The Ministry of Locai Government is to 
provide them with the necessary tools such as farming 
implements to enable them make a fresh start. 


The chairman of the screening team made it Clear that 
the categorization was made on individual basis accord- 
ing to what one preferred. 
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* Minister Reports Devaluation, Fuel Price Rise 
oe Kampala THE NEW VISION in English 
pl 


[Text] The Uganda shilling has been devalued for the 
second time this year, by a factor of 10 per cent, raising 
the rate from 150/- to 165/- for one United States dollar. 


Prices of fuel have been increased also from 70/- to 90/- 
for a liter of super petrol: from 50/- to 70/- for a liter of 
diesel and from 45/- to 60/- for a liter of paraffin. 


A statement issued at the weekend by the Minister of 
Finance, Dr Crispus Kiyonga said that, while the shilling 
had been devalued, more and more goods will qualify for 
allocation of foreign exchange. 

The Open General Licence (OGL) first will be expanded 
soon and details of the enlarged list of eligible enterprises 
and goods for allocation of foreign exchange will be 
announced by the Bank of Uganda, the statement added. 


The Minister reported a positive development in the 
inflationary trend which, he said, had fallen and aver- 
aged at a rate of 5.2 per cent between June and October 
this year. This was a sharp contrast to the inflation rate 
of 10 per cent per month experienced before the budget. 


A lot of positive developments had been recorded also 
since the budget in July, the statement said, adding that 
commodities like soap, soda, beer, cigarettes, hoes and 
other agricultural inputs were now available in the 
country in adequate supplies. 


The statement said in the countryside more and more 
people were turning to agricultural farms. Milk supply 
from there to the Dairy Corporation had improved and 
rehabilitation work on roads and other areas was pro- 
ceeding at an increasing rate. 


The Minister reported, however, that education has 
become more expensive; there was a shortage of jobs for 
college leavers and those who were engaged in specula- 
tive trade had now found themselves without jobs. 


But he added, concrete measures to handle some of these 
problems would be soon undertaken by government. 


Government was also making quick arra ts to 
ensure that peasants who have delivered coffee or other 
produce, are paid as soon as possible, at any rate before 
Christmas. 


The statement noted that, while some goods will now 

cost a little more as a deliberate policy to avoid disrup- 

tions, some of the administered prices will not change. 

by price of a Tata lorry, for example, will remain at 
Sm/-, 


As THE Ne W VISION went to Press, prices of goods 
and services in and around Kampala had not changed. 
One businessman in [as published] was reported to have 
hoarded soda, creating a shortage on Saturday. 
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President P.W. Botha Suffers ‘Mild Stroke’ 
MB1801140089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1359 GMT 18 Jan 89 


[Text] Cape Town Jan 18 SAPA—The state president, 
Mr P.W. Botha, is today in Number 2 Military Hospital 
in Wynberg after suffering a mild stroke, his office and 
the hospital confirmed. 


A spokesrnan for the superintendent's office at the 
Wynberg hospital referred all enquiries ‘o the state 
president's office. 


Mr Botha was scheduled to meet the cabinet of Nami- 
bia’s transitional government on Friday {20 Jan] to 
discuss administrative measures for the irmplementation 
of United Nations Security Council Fesolution 435 


which provides for the territory's independence. 


A spokesman for Mr Botha’s office said no further 
statements would be issued for the time being “unless the 
president’s condition worsened.” 


Sources close to the president's office said this afternoon 
Mr Botha suffered the stroke early this morning—before 
he was due to leave for the office. 


It is understood that any statement was withheld until 
the full extent of his condition could be established. 


Apparently, according to these sources, his condition 
stabilised shortly after lunchtime and a statement was 
issued. 


Indications are that an emergency meeting of the cabinet 
is likely to be held either this afternoon or tonight to 
appoint somebody to act in Mr Botha’s stead. 


There were no immediate indications as to who would be 
appointed acting state president. 


According to the constitution, a member of the cabinet, 
nominated by the state president, would take over as 
acting state president in circumstances similar to those 
that occurred today. 


If the state president was unable to nominate someone to 
act for him, the constitution provides for a cabinet 
minister nominated by his cabinet colleagues. 


The minister of constitutional development and plan- 
ning, Mr Chris Heunis, stood in for the state president 
when Mr Botha visited African heads of state and 
. travelled to Europe in October last year. 


A spokesman for Mr Heunis’ office said this afternoon 
Mr Botha had apparently made no provision for Mr 
Heunis to act automatically on behalf in case of a sudden 


incapacity. 
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Condition ‘Stable’ 
MB1801151189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1509 GMT 18 Jan 89 


[Text] Cape Town Jan 18 SAPA—The condition of State 
President Mr P.W. Botha was stable, the medical super- 
intendent of 2 Military Hospital in Wynberg said shortly 
before Spm today. 


Speaking to reporters at the hospital, Col R. Cloete said 
he was unable to add to the statement issued earlier 
today by the state president's office. 


He could not remember the specific time at which Mr 
Botha had been admitted but it was “after eight” this 
morning. 

“He had a slight cerebral vascular incident—in other 
words a light stroke. His condition is stable.” 


Any further statements would be issued by the state 
president's office. 


A small group of local and foreign journalists had gath- 
ered on the lawns outside the hospital this afternoon. 


No Decision on Acting President 
MB1801154189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1524 GMT 18 Jan 89 


[Excerpts] Cape Town Jan 18—Twelve hours after the 
state president, Mr P.W. Botha, suffered a “mild stroke” 
there was still no clear indication of the constitutional 
process which would follow his sudden illness. 


According to the constitution, should the president be 
unable to fulfil his duties he could appoint someone to 
act in his place. If however, he was not in a position to 
act in his stead. 


At this stage there was no indication whether President 
Botha’s health would allow him to appoint his own 
acting successor or whether the issue would be resolved 
by a cabinet decision. 


Neither the state president's office or any other senior 
government official was prepared to commit themselves 
to a possible decision. 


Mr Botha was due to meet the Namibian cabinet on 
Friday [20 Jan] on the issue of that territory's indepen- 
dence, but will obviously now be snable to do so and it 
has been confirmed that the meeting will now be chaired 
by the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha. 


According to sources, the president's family, who were 
keeping a vigil at the hospital, had been told the chances 
were Mr Botha would make 8 complete recovery. How- 
ever, it is too early to say at this stage. It was reported 
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that the state president was sleeping this afternoon and 
that a medical team would not be able to assess how his 
health had been affected until midday tomorrow. - 


Government sources said a decision to transfer power to 
an acting state president would only be considered once 
Mr Botha’s health had been assessed. A spokesman for 
the state president's office would at first not release the 
nature of Mr Botha’s illness, but said his condition was 
stable. Mr Botha had been admitted for medical exami- 
nations which “were not routine” the spokesman said. 


Mr Botha has just returned from a month's holiday at his 
Wilderness holiday home where he celebrated his 73rd 
birthday on January !7. [massage omitted] 


While it is still too early to really speculate about the 
president’s speech at the opening of parliament on 
February 3, this state of the natior address will either 
have to be abandoned, postponed or delivered by some- 
one else if the president’s condition does not improve 
within the next two weeks. 


Observers point out that this could be a setback for the 
country as it was generally expected the president would 
announce the further stages in his reform process which 
could bring about a further consolidation of the improv- 
ing relations between the white National Party govern- 
ment and the chief black leaders in the country. 


Senior nationalists were in accord that the situation was 
serious. They said it has been a very interesting academic 
and intellectual exercise to speculate who would succeed 
the president should he decide to resign or become 
incapacitated. 


Consensus of opinion would seem to indicate that there 
is no obvious successor and the sudden need to choose a 
new president could lead to an internecine struggle 
which could damage the NP’s hopes of success in the yet 
undetermined forthcoming general election. 


The state president's office said no future bulletins on 
Mr Botha’s condition would be released unless his con- 
dition worsens. No government department was today 
prepared to make any commitment on any issue. 


Constitution Outlines Succession 
MB1801155989 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1556 GMT 18 Jan 89 


[Text] Cape Town Jan 18 SAPA—The constitution 
makes clear provision for the appointment of a cabinet 
minister as acting siste president should Mr P.W. Botha, 
who suffered a mild stroke earlier today, not have done 
$0. 


In terms of Section 10, if the state president is unate t~ 
fulfill his duties and has not nominated somebody to act 
in his stead, the remaining cabinet members shall desig- 
nate one of their members as acting state president. 
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No specification is made as to how long after the state 
president has been incapacitated the cabinet must mcet 
to designate an acting state president, if Mr Botha has 
not already done so. 


If the speaker of parliament is of the opinion that the 
state president or his nominee will not be able to resume 
duties within 60 days, he will inform the acting state 
president and the chief justice accordingly in writing. 
In this event, a member of the cabinet “shall without 
delay” be designated as acting state president by a 
(parliamentary) electoral college, with any previous 
nominations or designations lapsing. 


The acting state president designated by the electoral 
college shall serve as such during the incapacity of the 
state president, or until a siate president has been elected 
and assumed office, “as the circumstances may require.” 


The final part of the section provides for the speaker of 
parliament to serve as acting state president if circum- 
stances make it impossible for any of the above provi- 
sions to be implemented. 


No Special Cabinet Session 
MB1801 164489 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 18 Jan 89 


[Text] The state president, Mr P.W. Botha, has been 
admitted to 2 Military Hospital in Wynberg, Cape 
Town, after suffering a mild stroke. A spokesman for the 
office of the state president told our political news staff a 
short while ago that President Botha was in a stable 
condition. 


President Botha suffered the stroke at his home in Cape 
Town early this morning and he was admitted to 2 
Military Hospital later. Mrs Botha and some of the 
presidential couple's children are at his side. 


Meanwhile, spokesman for the office of the state presi- 
dent has denied rumors that a special cabinet meeting 
was held today, or that such a meeting is to be held. 


Heunis, Local Leaders Hold Constitutional Talks 
MB1601055489 Johannesburg Doemstic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 16 Jan 89 


[Text] The minister of constiturional development and 
planning, Mr Chris Heunis, and other senior members of 
the cabinet will hol«' talks today with provincial admin- 
istrators and other community leaders. The conference 
will be held at Bryanston, near Johannesburg. 


A spokesman for Mr Heunis office said that general 
national issues concerning constitutional development 
would be discussed at the conference. The conference 


FBIS-AFR-89-011 
18 January 1989 


will also be attended by black local authority leaders and 
black community leaders. Delegates met informally last 
night. It is expected that a statement will be issued after 
today’s talks. 


Role of Blacks, Changes Viewed 
MB1601091589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0901 GMT 16 Jan 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Jan 16 SAPA—The minister of 
constitutional development and population, Mr Chris 
Heunis, opened a conference to discuss possible consti- 
tutional changes and the role of urban blacks in the 
running of South Africa. 


The conference, attended by almost 100 delegates, was 
held at the secluded 200 hectare Helderfontein Centre 
between Pretoria and Johannesburg. 


The conference, held behind closed doors, is expected to 
work towards the formulation of procedures to ailow 
third level government to deal quickly and effectively 
with second and first-tier government. According to a 
department of Community Development official, no 
fixed agenda has been provided for the conference but a 
chairman, not expected to be a cabinet minister, would 
be elected early today and the talks “will proceed from 
there.” 


The administrators of the Transvaal, Cape and Natal 
were present at today’s meeting but Mr Louis Botha, 
administrator of the [Orange] Free State, did not attend 
as he was injured in a motor accident at the weekend. 
The leaders of the National Party in three provinces 
attended, while the Free State was against not repre- 
sented as the provincial party leader and minister of 
justice, Mr Kobie Coetsee, was not available. 


The Transvaal NP leader and minister of nationa! edu- 
cation, Mr F.W. de Klerk, is expected to field questions 
concerning black education that are sure to be brought 
up at today’s conference. 


Most of the 72 people attending were representatives of 
black urban life at various levels. According to a depart- 
ment this was not the first meeting of this 
kind to be held, and “progress” had been made at the 
previous conferences, he said. 


Urban blacks have in the past expressed dissatisfaction 
that representatives in the independent states and home- 
lands have more direct channels for their dealing with 
the government than do those in the townships. This is 
expected to be discussed at today's conference, and some 
sort of structure for dialogue is expected to be 
announced. 


The department last night and again today said a state- 
ment on the meeting “might” be released later today. 
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Black Liaison Forum 
MB1601 141589 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1355 GMT 16 Jan 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Jan 16 SAPA—A forum to repre- 
sent black people living outside the self-governing states 
to liaise directly with government is to be developed, the 
Department of Development Planning said in a state- 
ment today. 


This was one of the decisions taken by group of about 70 
representatives of urban black communities and mem- 
bers of the Department of Constitutional Development 
who met at the luxury Helderfontein Conference Centre, 
between Johannesburg and Pretoria today. The meeting 
was attended by the minister «f constitutional develop- 
ment and pianning, Mr Chris Heunis and his deputy Mr 
Roelf Meyer. A number of provincial administrators 
attended along with various other cabinet members but 
most of the delegates represented, in some way or 
another, the urban black community. 


News of the “confidential” meeting was “leaked” by the 
department late last night and the press was not allowed 
to attend but was granted a few minutes today to take 


pictures of the delegates. 


It is believed that apart from discussions surrounding a 
forum for rapid communication between the third level 
of government and the first and second tiers, the con- 
vening of a national forum to discuss a solution to South 
Africa’s problems was discussed. 


The short statement issued after the meeting said: “It 
was unanimously resolved that the meeting subscribers 
to the concept and practice of evolutionary reform in 
South Africa as against revolutionary change.” 


The meeting discussed the omission of “a suitable forum 
or movement or organisation representing the interests 
and aspirations of the black communities outside the 
self-governing territories.” 


It was resolved that such a forum be created at national 
level “which can eventually participate as a component, 
together with other components, in the broad national 
process of negotiation.” 


A steering committee was appointed, but not named in 
the statement, to draft a constitution for the proposed 
Organisations and is to report back before the end of 
March. 


A spokesman for the Department of Development Plan- 
ning, Mr Neville Krige, said no further information 
concerning today’s meeting would be released as the 
statement had been “drawn up” by Mr Heunis and 
“nothing is to be added to what he wanted to say,” he 
said. 
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Heunis Welcomes Black Forum 
MB1701061689 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0500 GMT 17 Jan 89 


[Text] Constitutional Development and Planning Min- 
ister Chris Heunis has said that the proposed new forum 
for black communities outside of the self-governing 
States will give impetus to the government's negotiations 
with blacks. The decision to create a national forum to 
represent blacks living in urban areas was taken at talks 
between the government and black local management 
councils last night. 


[Begin Heunis recording] The forum identified, or rather 
let me put it the other way, the meeting identified a need 
for a formal institution or movement or organization for 
the black communities outside the national states, to 
form themselves into a body that wiil be able to speak on 
behalf of the black communities. i believe that is very 
important, and I believe this initiative is important in 
another sense. All other communities in this country and 
regions have formal institutions waich form the base 
from where they can function and negotiate, except that 
the black communities ia the urban areas and rural areas 
of the country have no formal institution where they can 
negotiate on a national level. I believe that this will lead 
to the formation of such an institution or movement. 
{end recording] 


Transvaal MEC [Member of the Executive Committee] 
John Mavuso, who chaired the meeting, was asked if he 
thought it could lead to a broader participation in a 
national forum or similar body. 


[Begin Mavuso recording] In fact, this exercise was in 
accordance with that purpose and desire, but before 
people could get themselves involved in serious business 
of negotiations, they had to put their act together. They 
had to establish a platform, a forum, which they could 
use as a springboard for involvement on an equal basis 
with other people. [end recording] 


Black Urban Groups Merging 
MB1701104789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1049 GMT 17 Jan 89 


[Text] Johannesburg, Jan 17, SAPA—The merger of the 
two major black municipal bodies—the United Munici- 
palities of SA [UMSA] and the Urban Councils’ Associ- 
ation of SA—to form a new national negotiating forum 
could provide the platform for negotiating with urban 
blacks. 


Sources in both camps said today that the two bodies 
were likely to merge soon to estabiish a body to represent 
urban blacks at national level and to participate in 
government negotiations for a new national constitution. 
This body will probably become the institution which 
provides urban blacks with a platform for participating 
in the government's proposed national council. 
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The decision to create the new national forum was taken 
yesterday at a meeting between the government and 
about 65 black council leaders from around the country. 


For UMSA the decision indicates an important shift in 
tactics. It had previously refused to join in negotiations 
with the government until all black leaders were free io 
participate. 


Minister of Constitutional Development and Planning 
Mr Chris Heunis, who convened the meeting, said that 
the initiative was very important and underscored the 
point that the evolutionary movement was “gaining 
tremendous momentum against the radicals.” 


More Black in Initiating Reform 
MB1801053889 Johannesbure Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 18 Jan 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The active and full participation of black leaders 
in negotiation politics is one of the next—and most 
important—phases of reform that needs to be given 
priority. 


Identification of the authority in the self-governing 
national states is one need; a structured forum for their 
participation is another. In both respects, momentum 
was given to negotiation politics at a meeting between 
representatives of the government and black communi- 
ties this week. 


The meeting, the Bryanston Indaba, saw 69 black com- 
munity leaders sit down with senior cabinet minister and 
other representatives of the government. Mos of the 
black leaders had been elected to municipal councils in 
the elections last year. Their presence further v nderlined 
the importance of the October municipal eicctions in 
identifying authentic black leadership. 


The outcome of the Bryanston Indaba was constructive. 
The black leaders decided to establish a forum at 
national level at which representatives of black South 
Africans outside the self-governing national states could 
liaise directly with the government. Negotiation potitics 
will, thus, now assume a structured format in which the 
component representing blacks outside the national 
states will work alongside the component already estab- 
lished between the national states and the government. 


It is also important to note that the Bryanston Indaba 
unanimously endorsed the principle that reform in 
South Africa should be achieved through evolutionary 
rather than revolutionary change. The vehicle chosen for 
evoiv tionary change is the process of negotiation on an 
ongoing basis. 


The Brynston Indaba represents an important building 
block of negotiation politics. Another recent building 
block was last week's agreement on the formation cf a 
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joint committee to investigate obstacles impeding the 
process of negotiations between the central government 
and the government of Kwazulu. Other building blocks 
are already in place—such as the Multiracial Provincial 
Executives and Regional Services Councils and the Joint 
Executive Authority of Natal and Kwazulu. Ahead lie 
further prospects such as the proposed National Council. 


Negotiation politics, like the reform program of which it is 
a component, is oy its nature an evolving process, but the 
milestones that have been reached so far indicate thai 
reform in South Africa is gaining renewed momentum. 


Johannesburg Cites Baker’s Remarks on Sanctions 
MB1801083889 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0500 GMT i8 Jan 89 


[Text] American Secretary of State-designate James 
Baker says sanctions alone cannot achieve the desired 
effect in South Africi. Our representative in Washington 
reports that Mr Bz: cr has called for a review of United 
States policy on South Africa. 


[Begin recording] [Reporter Marius Kleynhans] Mr 
Baker, who was testifying before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee at his confirmation hearing, said 
there was no possibility for the U.S. to normalize its 
relations with South Africa without there being real 
progress towards dismantling apartheid. He said Amer- 
ican sanctions had amplified that message, but Ameri- 
cans would have to admit that tie punitive measures had 
not and could not by themselves have the desired results, 
and it was time to review the policy. 


[Baker] It seems to me, based on the studying I have 
done since I was nominated for this post, that those 
sanctions haven’t weakened the resolve of the Afrikaner 
nor increased black bargaining power. White voters have 
shifted to the right, if you believe the polls down there, 
and repression has intensified. So, we do need to review 
the situation in South Africa. We need to review our 
policy in South Africa. No South African policy in my 
Opinion is going to work unless we unify it, unless we can 
coordinate well between the legislative and executive 
branches. 


[Kleynhans] Mr Baker, who described South Africa as an 
extraordinary difficult problem and one that was clearly 
going to occupy American time and attention, suggested 
that creative ways to build black institutions in South 
Africa and scholarships for black South African students 
at American colleges might be considered in future. [end 
recording] 


Tambo State of Nation Address, Part 2 
EA1301160389 Addis Ababa Radio Freedom in English 
to South Africa 1930 GMT 10 Jan 89 


[“Part two” of “State of the Nation” address by Oliver 
Reginald Tambo, president of the ANC National Exec- 
utive Committee, on the occasion of t! » ANC’s 77th 
anniversary on 8 January; place not given—recorded] 


[Text] Compatriots, we have to make our advance 
towards these goals side by side with the rest of the 
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leaders of our people who, to this day, remain prisoners 
of the apartheid regime. Whatever may change (?in the 
conditions) of his imprisonment and the conditions of 
his incarceration, Neison Mandela remains a prisoner. 
So do most of the leaders with whom he was sentenced. 
We salute a!l the anti-apartheid forces for their decisive 
actions [words indistinct] issue and, in particular, for the 
history making observance last year ot Nelson Mandela’s 
70th birthday. 


Now is the time to escalate the campaign for the imme- 
diate and unconditional release of Nelson Mandela and 
all other political prisoners. Their release will not come 
about as a result of any change of heart on the part of 
their jailers. It will take place because the pressure 
exerted, both within South Africa and abroad, will be 
such that the racist regime has no choice. As our leaders 
emerge from the prison cells, it will be necessary that we 
welcome them back with all the honor and accolade due 
to them. They are among the titans of our struggle who, 
as leaders of all our people, should be sharing the tasks 
imposed on us by the continued existence of the apart- 
heid system. They are statesmen who should never have 
been imprisoned but who should have been free to 
participate in governing our counry and helping to build 
it into a land of freedom. 


The campaign for the realease of political prisoners and 
detainees should also address the issue of our compatri- 
ots illegally sentenced to death. Let the demand to save 
their lives resound everywhere especially on this, the 
10th anniversary of the judicial murder of that outstand- 
ing hero of our struggle, Solomon Carlucci Mahlangu. 
Many other patriots have been illegally executed. Many 
more are on death row awziting execution by judicial 
order. 


We are very pleased to welcome to our midst that great 
stalwart of our revolution, Harry Gwala, who has just 
emerged from a second term in Pretoria’s jails and whose 
« ntribution to our cause has been of great significance. 
It is a great pleasure for me to announce the decision of 
the National Executive Committee of the ANC to invest 
Harry Gwaia with the highest award of the struggling 
people of our country, [words indistinct]. We welcome 
him into the ranks of that honored group of men and 
women who carry this high title, fully confident that he 
will continue along the path of struggle to which he has 
dedicated his life. 


We also welcome that other stalwart, Zephania Motho- 
peng, president of the PAC, who has suffered at the 
hands of the regime in the service of the people. We wish 
both Harry and Zeph, good health and strength and 
strength to see freedom day dawn as it surely will. 


Compatriots, as the past year drew to its close, agree- 
ments of historic importance were arrived at concerning 
the security of the PRA [People’s Republic of Angola] 
and the independence of Namibia. These agreements 
represent the most decisive advance in the struggle for 
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the total liberation of our continent and the establish- 
ment of peace in our region. We welcome them and look 
forward to their implementation without any delay. 
These developments are a direct result, in particular, of 
the crushing defeat suffered by the apartheid war 
machine at Cuito Cuanavale in southern Angola. 


Humiliated, and its very doctrine and strategies in a 
shambles, the racist army was forced to retreat from 
Angola in shame. The ANC pays tribute to the valor and 
fighting skills of the armed forces of the PRA, the Cuban 
internationalist forces and the fighters of SWAPO who 
have been combatting (?various) racist Pretoria’s aggres- 
sive dreams of conquering Angola. 


What has been achieved is also a direct consequence of 
the struggles waged within South Africa and Namibia. 
These struggles, including the growing resistance to ser- 
vice (?in the racist) army by many young South Africans 
and Namibians contributed to the weakening of Preto- 
ria’s war machine. So did the international campaign to 
isolate apartheid South Africa in the economic, military, 
and other fields. This is a vital lesson which we, who are 
still engaged in struggle for our emancipation, under- 
stand in its full meaning. The apartheid regime has not 
suddenly become part of the liberation and peace forces 
of our region and continent. Peace and independence in 
this part of our region and continent. Peace and inde- 
pendence in this part of our continent wiil come about as 
a result of the struggles and sacrifices made by the masses 
of the people. 


In the same vein, we should maintain maximum vigi- 
lance to ensure that the Pretoria regime does not default 
on the agreement 2s it has so often done in the past. We 
take this opportunity to reiterate our fraternal greetings 
to our brothers and sisters, our comrades-in-arms in 
Namibia, who after so many years of arduous struggle 
and sacrifice under the leadership of SWAPO have 
brought their country on to the threshold of freedom and 
independence. On our part we pledge to do everything in 
our power to facilitate this process, recognizing the fact 
that the agreements signed in new York on 22 November 
1988 constitute an advance of great strategic significance 
for our region and for our own struggle. 


It is against this background that the ANC, in consulta- 
tion with the fraternal government of the PRA and other 
friendly African countries, has readily agreed to move 
our military personnel from Angola so as not to allow the 
racists and their allies to use the presence of ANC 
military facilities in Angola as an excuse for blocking or 
otherwise delaying the process now in motion. The 
armed struggle, however, will continue and will be inten- 
sified. In the months ahead especially, SWAPO will need 
all the assistance of all its friends, and we call on the 
international community to provide this assistance on a 
scale commensurate with the critical stage the Namibian 
struggle has reached. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Compatriots, 1989 is also the 40th anniversary of that 
outstanding document of our struggle for liberation, the 
program of action. its adoption and implementation, 
which effectively commenced with the trailblazing defi- 
ance campaign of the early 50’s opened the way for the 
mass political offensive which, together with other forms 
of struggle, has today led us to the situation where we can 
confidently say that victor is in sight. Drawing on and 
continuing that experience and developing on the heroic 
actions of church leaders and other patriots last year, our 
apyroach must be one of militant mass (?struggle). We 
must ourselves decide what needs to be done and do it. 


The actions of defiance we embark on should be targeted 
against the many restrictions of the state of emergency, 
the attempt to intensify racial segregation, group areas, 
anti-squatting measures and (?forced movements), rent, 
service charge collections, and taxation. The spirit of 
defiance should permeate all the other campaigns we 
undertake. 


One important element in the actions of defiance is the 
bold stand taken by growing numbers of white youths 
who, despite the banning of the End Conscription Cam- 
paign, have come to realize that they have no business 
fighting in defense of apartheid. It is of the greatest 
importance that more young whites should adopt posi- 
tions of the couragenous 143 conscripts and others 
before them, and defy the order of the regime to enlist 
them into the apartheid murder squads. We hail these 
young white patriots, among them Charles (?Viljoen), 
David Bruce, and Ivan (?7Tombs), and urge them ‘9 
always stand firm for the sake of all our people. 


Further, we call on all soldiers and police—black and 
white—to defy the orders of their superiors [words 
indistinct} main and torture innocent people, men, 
women, and children. Instead, they must turn their 
weapons against the real enemy of the people, the 
apartheid regime. What the tradition of defiance and 
struggle now demands is that we must defend and 
consolidate the gains that we have already made, con- 
tinue to draw the greatest numbers of our people into 
action, cement the unity of these masses, and tighten the 
bonds of common action that unite our struggling orga- 
nizations. We must draw new forces into the struggle and 
work for the greatest possible isolation of an intensified 
offensive against the murderous racist regime. 


In organizational terms the actions of the regime against 
democratic structures and activists mean that the enemy 
is forcing more patriots to operate in a clandestine 
manner. The experience accumulated [words indistinct]. 
At the same time all possible legal avenues of struggle 
must be explored. Once more this situation emphasizes 
the vital importance of the underground structures of the 
ANC. As in previous years it remains one of our major 
tasks further to strengthen the ANC underground and 
ensure that it plays [words indistinct] general offensive 
against the apartheid system. 
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One of the most important of these issues, which can be 
taken up at the local level, is the plight of the millions of 
our people who live in appalling conditions in shanty 
towns in many areas of our country. These millions can 
and must be organized and mobilized into struggle 
around such burning issues as comfortable and afford- 
oe Seeeng, proper health, education and sanitation 
acilities. 


Of importance also is the need to confront the cunning 
machinations of the [words indistinct] which are trying 
both to buy over sections of our people and to foment 
conflict [words indistinct]. Vigilante death squads have 
been formed in many townships, wreaking havoc in the 
service of the regime. These bands hope to impose 
themselves [words indistinct] me: and women, our 
fellow oppressed and exploited, who have been drawn 
into these activities, allowing themselves to be used by 
the regime. 


Whatever the difficulties, we have to work to ensure that 
our communities remain united in their understanding 
of the nature of the apartheid regime and in their resolve 
to act together in unity for the destruction of the apart- 
heid system. As a matter of urgency, we must leave no 
stone unturned in our efforts to resolve conflicts that 
may erupt among the people. We can and must develop 
a powerful movement for peace among the oppressed, 
drawing in as many sectors of the public as possible. 


Through this movement and other means we can create 
the national climate which would make it possible to end 
any conflict among the people, denying the enemy the 
Opportunity to drive wedges among the oppressed. In 
particular, the continuing ugly situation in Natal has to 
be addressed by all of us now and not later, and a lasting 
solution found. We reiterate the position of our move- 
ment that this fratricidal carnage must end. The ANC 
— all genuine efforts aimed at resolving this 
conflict. 


We call on those members of Inkatha who still form part 
of the vigilante squads not to play into the hands of the 
Pretoria regime, the real enemy of our people. They must 
refuse to do the bidding of the warlords and their 
masters, and do everything possible to unite with their 
brothers and sisters. Peace among the oppressed in Natal 
must be restored and all enemy attempts to provoke 
conflict must be rebuffed so that our people can concen- 
trate on the struggle to defeat apartheid. 


During this past year the forces genuinely opposed to the 

apartheid system made important advances with regard 
to the building of the broadest possible coalition for a 
democratic and nonracial South Africa. Despite the 
banning of the conference that was scheduled to meet in 
Cape Town last September, it is important that we 
continue [words indistinct] building this front for the 
specific purpose of achieving the greatest possible cohe- 
sion among all who are opposed to repression and are 
committed to struggle for justice and peace. 
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Malan on Reevaluation of Citizen Force Units 
MB1801110089 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 17 Jan 89 p 11 


[By Tony Stirling] 


[Text] A hint that the government may soon reconsider 
the position of people serving in citizen force units was 
given yesterday by the Minister of Defence, General 
Magnus Malan. 


Speaking at Richards Bay, General Malan said that the 
components of the Defence Force—with the exception of 
the national service system which could not be tampered 
with—were being constantly re-evaiuated in accordance 
with needs and national interests at a given time. 


General Malan made specific reference to citizen force 
units. 


He said the national service system was the most cost-ef- 
fective and basic source of manpower available to the 
SADF. 


“It is our insurance policy for a peaceful future,” he said. 


General Malan said security was the pre-condition 
needed to improve the quality of life of all South 
Africans, as well as to broaden democracy and ensure 


peace. 


“It is therefore my wish that all South Africans will adopt 
a positive attitude towards our security,” said General 
Malan. 


He said those busy conducting punitive economic sanc- 
tions against South Africa were not only hampering 
development and progress, but through their actions 
were initiating conflict and confrontation. “Punitive 
measures, therefore, have a direct bearing on our secu- 
rity,” he said. 


“There are people who underestimate the real meaning 
of security. Some even claim we elevate it to an ideology. 
They fail to realise that without security none of our 
other goals can be achieved,” said General Malan. 


“Our country has many challenges which can be turned 
into Opportunities,” he said. “My appeal to all of our 
people is never to become part of the problem, but of the 
solution.” 


“In fact, to be part of the solution is one of the most 
daunting challenges facing our people,” said General 
Malan. 
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House of Delegates Parties Merge, Control Chamber 
MB1401045689 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2142 GMT 13 Jan 89 


[Text] Durban Jan 13 SAPA—Two House of Delegates 
parties, Solidarity and the Peoples Party of South Africa 
[PPSA], formally merged at a meeting in Durban today 
to take the majority in the Indian chamber, effectively 
ousting the National People Party of Mr Amichand 
Rajbansi, who was recently sacked by the state president, 
Mr P.W. Botha. 


The new party, New Solidarity, with former banker, Dr 
J.N. Reddy, as leader, has in all 26 MPs out of 45 in the 
House of Delegates. 


The merger agreement was signed in Durban by the 
national chairman of the two parties, Mr Ismail Omar, of 
solidarity, and Mr Somaroo Pachai of the PPSA. This 
was a historic occasion and heralded a new era in Indian 
participation politics, they said in a joint statement. 
They said the House of Delegates would move away 
from Mr Rajbansi’s parochial politics and would push 
~ the dismantling of apartheid and speeding up of 
reform. 


Opposition Parties Speculate on Election Date 
MB1401092789 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 14 Jan 89 pp 1, 2 


[By Tony Stirling] 


[Text] Speculation is hardening that there will be a 
general election in June this year and political parties are 
already gearing themselves to meet this contingency. 


With the leader of the Labour Party, the Rev Allan 
Hendrickse, already having indicated that he will force 
an election by the end of the year, sources in Pretoria 
believe that the government will call the country to the 
polls sooner rather than later. 


These sources said there were a number of factors which 
led the government to call an early election, rather than 
leave it until the second half of the year. 


These include the fact that with the parties to the Left of 
the government still bickering over who will lead a 
proposed new unified party, this sector of the opposition 
will hardly be prepared to meet the demands of an early 
election on a unified basis and that their differences 
could be exploited if there is an early election. 


Dr Zach de Beer, the leader of the PFP, has already 
indicated that if there is an election early in the year, the 
Opposition parties to the Left of the government would 
fight it on the basis of agreements such as those reached 
between the PFP and the Independents in May, 1986. 
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During those elections the PFP stood aside in certain 
constituencies being fought between Independents and 
National Party candidates. 


This strategy led to the election of National Democratic 
Party leader, Mr Wynand Malan, as MP for Randburg. 


The Official opposition, the Conservative Party, is gear- 
ing itself for an April election. 


National Party sources say that the NP could exploit 
capital made out of the Boksburg fiasco and the leader- 
ship crisis in the AWB, but these sources believe that 
June is a more realistic date for the election. 


Yesterday’s edition of the CP mouthpiece, THE 
PATRIOT, said information had been obtained by the 
party’s head office that indicated an election in April. 


As this would mean that the voters rolls would close by 
the end of January, the CP was being prepared for a 
possible election in April on a nationwide basis. 


Instructions had already gone out from the CP’s head 
office to the various constituencies to begin with inten- 
sive registration of voters. 


Various meetings of the party in the Transvaal con- 
nected with a possible election were being arranged, with 
one of the Transvaal executive scheduled for January 21 
to finalise an election strategy. 


Similar steps were being taken in other provinces, 
according to the PATRIOT. 


The newspaper was tipping that an announcement on the 
election could be made by the State President, Mr P.W. 
Botha, at the opening of Parliament on February 3. 


With some high-level NP meetings taking place this 
weekend, the party’s thinking on when an election might 
be held could become clearer by the end of the weekend. 


De Beer Views Election Plans 
MB1301070089 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0500 GMT 13 Jan 89 


[Text] The leadership of the proposed new political party 
and an election strategy are among the issues to be 
discussed at the next meeting of leaders and representa- 
tives of the Progressive Federal Party, the National 
Democratic Movement, the Independent Party, and the 
so-called fourth force. The meeting has been planned for 
4 February. PFP leader Zach de Beer, who spoke to the 
press after yesterday's meeting in Cape Town, spoke of 
the possibility of contact with other political groupings 
and an early general election. 


[Begin recording] [De Beer, in progress] “...to initiate a 
program of consultation with all significant political 
Organizations, to discuss issues of mutual concern, and 
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also the possibility of developing future working rela- 
tionships. In addition, a decision was taken that joint 
public meetings would be held by members of the three 
parties and their supporters where appropriate. 


[Unidentified journalist] So you are ready for early 
general elections, should that happen? 


{De Beer] Well, if we have an election, as some people 
are still saying, in March or April, it is not going to be 
practicable to have a new party in the field—it is not. So 
we will discuss what we can do to cooperate in the event 
of such an election. If the election comes nearer to the 
end of the year, I hope we shall have the new party in the 
field and ready to fight. [end recording] 


Left-Wing Parties ‘Close to Agreement’ 
MB1001 144089 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 10 Jan 89 p 3 


[By Peter Delmar] 


[Text] The PFP remains adamant that its leader Zach de 

Beer is the only suitable person to head a proposed 

united liberal opposition party, but members are sharply 

eee Oe Seer Seeenene wo Gnny COED SO Some 
unity. 


This emerged yesterday in a snap survey of PFP office- 
bearers representing all levels of the party. 


The question of leadership remains the most important 
outstanding stumbling block in the path of a new party 
and will be tackled at the next round of unity talks on 12 
January by the leaders of the PFP, the IP [Independent 
Party] and the NDM [National Democratic Movement] 
as well as members of the so-called “Fourth Force” of 
verligte Afrikaners. 


PFP sources canvassed yesterday rejected speculation 
that the PFP would split if the party did not get what it 
wants. Without exception, those canvassed were com- 
mitted to the concept of a new party, but clear differ- 
ences of opinion were voiced on what the PFP’s 
approach to the talks should be. 


Party members approached all believed De Beer’s per- 
sonal attributes made him the best candidate for leader- 
ship. No-one questioned believed IP leader Denis Wor- 
rall or the NDM’s Wynand Malan should be given the 
job. 

Those canvassed generally believed the leader should 
come from the PFP’s ranks because of that party’s 
greater organisation, infrastructure, member ship, finan- 
cial resources and parliamentary representation. 


One top party source said in spite of consistent reports 
that the talks could still flounder, the various parties 
were close to agreement. It was suggested that a possible 
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way out of the leadership impasse would be for the new 
party to be constituted first, leaving the leadership 
question to a founding congress. 


PFP Members Insist on De Beer 
MB1301093989 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
12 Jan 89 p 1 


[Excerpts] If Dr Zach de Beer does not become the leader 
of the planned leftist opposition party, there will be no 


party. 


That was yesterday’s reaction from members of the 
Progressive Federal Party to a statement from Dr Denis 
Worrall of the Independent Party (IP) and Mr Wynand 
Malan of the National Democratic Movement (NDM) 
with which they tried to exclude Dr De Beer as possible 
leader. [passage omitted] 


On the leadership issue, Dr de Beer was only prepared to 
say that “‘a party could only have one leader once it gets 
going” and as far as he knew only he, Mr Malan, Dr 
Worrall and Prof de Klerk are in contention. 


Several senior Progs [PFP member] said there is no 
chance that the PFP would accept another leader besides 
Dr De Beer. [passage omitted] 


The PFP is prepared to give up its name, but not its 
leader, BEELD was told. [passage omitted] 


Transvaal MP’s New Party’s Control 
MB1601 102889 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
16 Jan 89 p 6 


[Text] Durban—The New Solidarity Party’s hopes for 
outright power in the House of Delegates (HoD) could be 
short lived pending moves by Transvaal MPs to go it 
alone. 


The 10 Transvaal MPs will announce tomorrow their 
strategy to ensure that they share positions of influence 
in the HoD. 


Mr Botie Abramjee, spokesman for the Transvaal MPs, 
said at the weekend that Mr Jayaram “JN” Reddy, 
leader of the new party would be well advised not to be 
too optimistic that he would replace Mr Amichand 
Rajbansi as Chairman of the Ministers’ Council. 


Last week two HoD parties, Solidarity and the People 
Party of South Africa, formally merged at a meeting in 
Durban to take the majority in the Indian chamber. 


This move effectively ousted the National Peoples Party 
of Mr Rajbansi who was recently sacked by the State 
President, Mr P.W. Botha. 


New Solidarity claims it has the support of 26 MPs out of 
45 in the HoD. 
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However, Mr Abramjee said the Transvaal MPs held the 
key to whether New Solidarity developed into a ruling 
force or was “quickly reduced to a minority party”. 


“It is also possible that a revamped National People’s 
Party, not necessarily headed by its present leader, Mr 
Rajbansi, may emerge,” Mr Abramjee said. 


Transkei Lifts Ban on 15 Organizations 
MB1301154989 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1500 GMT 13 Jan 89 


[Text] The ruling military council in Transkei has 
unbanned 15 organizations. 


They are: The Institute for Black Studies, Young Chris- 
tian Workers, The Union of Black Journalists, The 
Human Rights Committee of South Africa, The United 
African National Congress, Zambian Economic Cooper- 
ation, The Unity Movement of South Africa, The South 
African Council of Churches, The South African Council 
of Churches’ Dependence Conference, Independent 
Churches of South Africa, South-West African Founda- 
tion, The World Council of Churches, The Southern 
African Society of Journalists, The Black Parents’ Asso- 
ciation, and The Christian Institute of Southern Africa. 


Journalists Criticize Government Warning 
MB1101210089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2040 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Text] Johannesburg Jan 11 SAPA—A state that needs 
such a system of draconian legislation in order to govern, 
must fear its people more than its enemies, the National 
Council of the Southern African Society of Journalists 
(SASJ) said in reference to the minister of information's 
defence of emergency regulations today. 


The national council of the SASJ “notes with extreme 
cynicism the minister of information's defence of the 
state of emergency regulations in issuing this latest spate 
of warnings to the four publications concerned— 
GRASSROOTS, NEW ERA, WORK IN PROGRESS 
and AL-QALAM.” 


A spokeswoman for the SASJ pointed out that these 
regulations were under attack from many quarters all 
over the world, and Mr [words indistinct] this full well, 
given the flood of protest which he had received. The 
regulations were being attacked because they under- 
mined the democratic values of press freedom and free 
speech, she said. 


“The public should know that the normal concept of 
justice does not apply in the case of these regulations. 
There will be no court of law involved to decide if the 
minister’s allegations are correct or not. 
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“The minister merely needs to form a subjective opin- 
ion—untested by anyone or any institution—to shut 
publications down for three months or to impose pre- 
publication censorship on them.” 


She pointed out that there was a battery of laws, about 
100 or more, under which the press could be attacked, 
apart from the emergency media regulations. 


ADJ Issues Protest 
MB1401153589 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1300 GMT 14 Jan 89 


[Text] The Association of Democratic Journalists— 
ADJ—has lent its support to protests against the latest 
round of curbs on the South African media. 


Responding to the warnings given this week by Informa- 
tion Minister Stoffel Botha to four publications, the ADJ 
says: We reject the minister’s futile excuses for the 
renewed media clampdown. The statement called on all 
media groups to join in condemnation of the minister’s 
action. The ADJ says the government, and not the 
media, should shoulder the blame for the political situ- 
ation in South Africa. The four publications—AL- 
QALAM, NEW ERA, GRASSROOTS, and WORK IN 
PROGRESS—have been given 2 weeks to make repre- 
sentations to the minister. 


Reiger Park Protests Boksburg Petty Apartheid 
MB1001212289 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2105 GMT 10 Jan 89 


[Text] Boksburg Jan 10 SAPA—Reiger Park Manage- 
ment Committee members staged a walk-out today at a 
special meeting called to protest against the CP policy of 
re-introducing petty apartheid in Boksburg. The protest 
was staged at the management committee’s monthly 
meeting. 


Chairman of the Reiger Park Management Committee, 
Mr Butch Jantjes, expressed the dissatisfaction of the 
community after the meeting, saying residents felt their 
dignity had been hurt by the actions of the CP controlled 
Boksburg Town Council. 


Mr Koos van der Merwe, a member of the Boksburg 
Management Committee who attended the meeting, 
attempted to ask questions, but was stopped by Mr 
Jantjes. Mr Jantjes said the meeting was not arranged by 
either him or the Boksburg Management Committee. 


The Reiger Park Management Committee had written a 
letter to the Boksburg Town Council in November last 
year, asking for periodic meetings, but had not received 
a reply. They had not expected a Boksburg town coun- 
cillor to attend the meeting. 


The chairman also showed the media letters from vari- 
ous Boksburg businessmen who claimed they had suf- 
fered “ta severe loss of trade.”’ Five stores have already 
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closed in Boksburg, and !4 will follow shortly unless 
trade picks up substantially, it was alleged. In reply to a 
question whether coloured residents would go back to 
Boksburg, Mr Jantjes said: “It is not for the management 
committee to tell the people what to do. Residents feel 
they must stay away until the council rescinds its deci- 
sion regarding separate amenities.” 


Mr Jantjes was also questioned about an allegation that 
Reiger Park owed the Boksburg Council R16.5 million. 
Mr Gideon Fourie, chairman of the Boksburg Manage- 
ment Committee, said earlier Reiger Park had used 
R16.5 million for whites ratepayers money since 1981. 


Mr Jantjes said it was unfair and incorrect to look at 
Reiger Park as a separate entity and not as a suburb of 
Boksburg. “If one takes any other Boksburg suburb, such 
as Vandykpark or Parkrand, each of them would run at 
a loss if income was totalled against expenditure.” He 
said income was limited because of the lack of industrial 
and commercial facilities. 


Mr Jantjes said the council received about R1.5 million 
in rentals and R437,000 in rates and taxes. “As long as 
we are still developing, Reiger Park will continue to be in 
the red, the same as any other suburb of Boksburg if it is 
taken as a separate entity,” said Mr Jantjes. 


Mr van der Merwe said the Boksburg Council was 
democratically elected and was merely carrying out the 
wishes of the people. 


Carletonville Official Defends Local 
MB1001150489 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
10 Jan 89 p 6 


[By Esmare van der Merwe] 


[Text] Carletonville’s black people needed the “kind of 
discipline” meted out by the Conservative Party-con- 
trolled Town Council which recently re-introduced 
“whites only” signs in the western Transvaal town’s 
parks, the acting chairman of the local Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, Mr Rodney Lochenberg, said 
yesterday. 


“People must understand that most of the blacks here 
work on the mines. They come from the homelands and 
are still pretty barbarous.” 


Mr Lochenberg said the town’s business community 
treated their black clientele the same way they treated 
the white clientele. 


“The blacks develop trust in the businessmen who often 
instruct them on how to work with money. 
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“Although they have concession shops on the mines, 
they prefer to buy in town. They travel by taxi and leave 
the town again after their shopping has been done. They 
anyway have much better facilities on the mines than 
those provided by the municipality.” 


A meeting to discuss the council’s actions, scheduled for 
January 17, had been cancelled due to a lack of interest, 
Mr Lochenberg said. 


Management committee chairman Mr Koos Nel said the 
slight drop in business activity was the result of 
“everyone being a little bankrupt after Christmas” and 
had nothing to do with the reintroduction of apartheid 


signs. 


Sisulu, Others Reportedly Visit Mandela 
MB1801101789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1009 GMT 18 Jan 89 


[Text] Cape Town Jan 18 SAPA—Nelson Mandela, 
South Africa’s longest-serving political prisoner, “‘enter- 
tained” some of his fellow Rivonia trialists at his prison 
home in Paarl before Christmas. 


Mr Dullah Omar, the Western Cape president of the 
National Association of Democratic Lawyers, said four 
of Mr Mandela’s co-prisoners were taken to Victor 
Verster Prison in the back of an ambulance on December 
23. They are Walter Sisulu, Ahmed Kathrada, Andrew 
Mhlangeni and Raymond Mhlaba, who are all being held 
at Polilsmoor Prison. 


The other two Rivonia trialists still in prison, Wilton 
Mkwayi and Elias Motsoaledi, who are being held on 
Robben Island, were not taken. 


Mr Omar said he understood that the four prisoners were 
not told beforehand of their visit to Mandela. “They 
were taken early in the morning and spent about six 
hours with him,” he said. “All of them—except Sisulu— 
had not seen Nelson since 1986, and they were very 
excited at being able to spend time with him. 


“Mr Sisulu visited Mr Mandela at Constantiaberg Clinic 
before he was transferred to Victor Verster early in 
December.” 


The Rivonia trialists—Mandela, Sisulu, Kathrada, Mot- 
soaledi, Mhlaba, Mhlangeni, Mr Govan Mbeki and Mr 
Dennis Goldberg were sentenced to life imprisonment in 
1964. 


Mr Goldberg was released in 1985 when he accepted the 
state president's offer of conditional release and Mr 
Mbeki was released in December 1986 because of poor 
health. 


Mandela, Sisulu Kathrada, Mhlaba and Mhlangeni were 
moved from Robben Island to Pollsmoor Prison in 1982. 
Mkwayi and Motsoledi are still being held on the island. 
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Mandela was moved to a prison house in the grounds of 
Victor Verster Prison early in December, after receiving 
treatment for tuberculosis at the luxury Constantiaberg 
Clinic in Plumstead. 


It is not clear whether the visit was at Mandela's 
requests. His wife, Mrs Winnie Mandela, said after her 
last visit to the prison house that her husband was being 
held “practically in solitary confinement.” 


The South African Prisons Service refused to confirm or 
deny the visit, saying it was not policy “to comment on 
the incarceration circumstances or activities of individ- 
ual prisoners.” However, a spokesman for the service 
said: “Policy provides for ample visits to prisoners by 
family and friends.” 


Ciskei Residents Report Army, Police Harassment 
MB1101090789 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0800 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Text] Residents of Pealton are living in fear after attacks 
by Ciskei forces. Louise Flanaghan reports Pealton was 
incorporated inio Ciskei last year despite opposition 
from residents. 


[Flanaghan] The Border Council of Churches officials 
said that Pealton residents have been living in fear since 
the attack on the village by Ciskei army and police earlier 
this month. Residents claim they were subjected to rifle 
butt assaults, forced to drink large amounts of dirty 
water, and that women were made to strip naked during 
the attack. The officials said children now refuse to go 
outside to the toilet because shots had been heard in 
Pealton. 


Yesterday the Anglican bishop of Grahamstown, David 
Russel, met separately with victims of the recent attacks 
and with South Africa’s envoy to Ciskei. 


The Ciskei Supreme Court recently granted a temporary 
interdict restraining police from assaulting residents, 
and Pealton lawyers are now investigating a contempt of 
court case. 


Meanwhile, charges of illegal gathering against 27 Peal- 
ton residents have dropped. 


Policemen Face Possible Murder 
MB1001193789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1930 GMT 10 Jan 89 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 10 SAPA—Two members of the 
South African Police will possibly face murder charges 
pending results of an investigation into the recent death 
of an awaiting trial prisoner, the acting commissioner of 
police, Lt-Gen Johan van der Merwe, said tonight. 


Gen van der Merwe said in a statement to SAPA that the 
two policemen, who he declined to name, had been 
suspended from duty following the release of results of a 
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post mortem conducted on Daniel Qobolo, who died 
while being detained in connection with housebreaking 
charges. Mr Qobolo died while in the custody of the two 
policemen after he allegedly attempted to escape while 
pointing out “spots” in Sebokeng Township near Veree- 
niging on January 5, Gen van der Merwe said. 


A charge of murder is being investigated against the two 
members, and a case docket will be submitted to the 


attorney-general as soon as possible. 


At the time of his death Mr Qobolo was in detention on 
charges of house-breaking and theft and had already 
appeared in court, Gen van der Merwe said. 


IDASA Founder Mitchell Outlines 1989 Plans 
MB1201064389 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2148 GMT 11 Jan 89 


[Text] Port Elizabeth Jan 11 SAPA—The Institute for a 
Democratic Alternative for South Africa (IDASA), 
which organised the controversial trip by a group of 
Afrikaners to meet members of the ANC in Dakar in 
1987, has a number of trips to other African states 
planned for this year. 


An IDASA founder, Mr Wayne Mitchell, today outlined 
the organization’s programme for 1989 in Port Eliza- 
beth. 


He is currently the national co-ordinator of IDASA, 
which has its head office in Cape Town. Former Progres- 
sive Federal Party leaders Dr Frederick van Zyl Slabbert 
and Dr Alex Boraine are directors of IDASA. 


Mr Mitchell said since its formation in Port Elizabeth 
two years ago, the staff of the organization had grown 
from three to 35. They now have regional offices in Port 
Elizabeth, Cape Town, East London, Midrand and Dur- 
ban. 


One of IDASA’s international projects aims to bring 
together wives and mothers of men on both sides of the 
war leading to Zimbabwean independence with mothers 
and wives of men in the South African Defence Force 
and the African National Congress. 


With reconciliation having taken place in Zimbabwe 
since the war, he said, the parties would discuss whether 
it was worth South Africans going through the whole 
process themselves. 


In reference to a planned tour by young South African 
university students, lecturers and opinion formers, Mr 
Mitchell said “Africa is only too prepared to accept 
young South Africans prepared to renounce apartheid 
and work for a common South Africa.” 
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He added that there was even room in such tours for 
those who had not renounced apartheid, citing the recent 
inclusion of a member of the Conservative Party youth 
in an IDASA venture. 


Mr Mitchell said there would be a conference at the end 
of March in J on “options facing post- 
apartheid South Africa.” Delegates would look at the 
ANC’s new constitutional proposals, the Kwa [Kwazulu] 
Nata! Indaba, and the new Liberal Party being formed in 
Parliament. 


A conference on “peace and security” would take place 
mid-year in Durban. 


He said South Africans had a false perception that 
security could be brought by racial domination and 
division. With security apparently being a weak part of 
the policy of left-wing (white) organisations, he said, the 
conference would discuss how a non-racial democracy 
could affect the security of South Africans. 


It would look at whether security came through the 
barrel of a gun or “through negotiation and a shared 
South Africa.” 


In August, a conference would be held in Pretoria 
“Securing the Future—A New Generation.” 


Too many whites grew up on a diet of making money and 
sport—“all the pleasures of life—until they reached 40 
and realise the political situation impinges on their 
lifestyles. 


“We feel this apathy has to be dealt with, and in so doing 
get more white leaders to contribute to the political 
debate.” 


224 ‘Long-Term Detainees’ Held in Eastern Cape 
MB1301155189 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 13-19 Jan 89 p 2 


[By Karen Evans] 


[Text] Forty percent of South Africa's long-term detain- 
ees, who have just spent their third New Year's day in 
jail, come from the Eastern Cape. 


According to figures compiled by Eastern Cape lawyers, 
branches of the Black Sash and the Dependents’ Confer- 
ence, at least 224 people are in detention in the Eastern 
Cape at present. This excludes detainees in the “inde- 
pendent homelands” of Ciskei and Transkei. 


Of this number held under Emergency regulations, 90— 
87 men and three women—have “celebrated” their third 
consecutive New Year in detention. 


Family and friends believe that a treason trial could be in 
the offing for some of the detainees. 
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The attorney-general’s office in Grahamstown says a 
docket from the security police in Port Elizabeth is being 
studied. However, a representative for the office said no 
decision had been made yet on whether any detainees 
would be prosecuted. 


16 Jan Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB1601 121889 [Editorial Report) 


SUNDAY STAR 


Ministers Shooting Country in Foot—South African pol- 
iticians have elevated the act of shooting themselves in 
the foot “to the status of policy” contends a page 12 
editorial in the Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR in 
English for 15 January. “This week two Cabinet Minis- 
ters—Mr Stoffel Botha and Mr Adriaan Viok of Law and 
Order—engaged in the masochistic process. Mr Vlok 
decided to abet the police in anticipating court judg- 
ments by identifying ‘culprits’ on the Left as being 
perpetrators of outrages previously supposed to have 
been perpetrated by right-wing elements.” “Subse- 
quently he agreed that he didn’t have enough in the way 
of hard evidence to make the charge stick. He didn’t 
seem unduly concerned about that.” At about the same 
time, “his colleague, Mr Botha, was warning four publi- 
cations. .that they were flirting with closure” for violat- 
ing “his own set of arbitrary and undemocratic reguia- 
tions”. These actions “confirm the stereotype” that 
South Africa pays “lip service to fairness and justice.” 
“Since the international community has long since con- 
cluded that the only way to change these baasskap 
[bullying] attitudes is to strangle the country economi- 
cally, the Ministers will have helped to confirm that the 
treatment is necessary.” “Shooting oneself—-and one’s 
country—in the foot...does immense harm at home and 
abroad.” 


Pik Botha Shows Face of ‘Overlords’—Jon Qwelane 
writes in his page 16 “Just Jon” column that “Just how 
spoilt our overlords are was shown this week by the 
childish petulance of Foreign Affairs Minister ‘Pique’ 
Botha when he let fly at African nations” who left the 
hall when Botha addressed the Paris conference on 
chemical warfare. “Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland 
joined the walk-out and Pik was piqued to no end. Why, 
he would protest to the three neighbouring governments 
because he did not believe they had authorised their 
representatives to walk out!” “Exactly who is Mr Botha 
to tell sovereign nations to set down and listen to him, 
for whatever reason?” “To my mind he was being 
arrogant and paternalistic—cliseases peculiar to many 
white South Africans—in saying countries ‘receiving 
help’ from South Africa must identify themselves.” 
“But...trading with people does not mean they ‘receive 
help’ from you, any more than you from them.” “The 
Bothas will have to learn that South Africa needs Africa, 
just as Africa needs South Africa.” 
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SUNDAY TIMES 


Let People Vote for New Party Leader—The Johannes- 
burg SUNDAY TIMES in English on 15 January in a 
page 14 editorial finds ‘visible enthusiasm in the land 
for an energetic political party of the moderate centre.” 
“Who should the leader be?” “Let those who aspire to 
leadership, within and beyond the present circle, present 
themselves for election along the lines of the American 
primaries, and allow those who are identifiably con- 
cerned with the quality of opposition to cast their votes.” 
“The victorious candidate will have demonstrated that 
he (or she) commands a genuine constituency and pos- 
sesses gifts 2round which all in the new party can unite.” 


THE STAR 


Problems After Cuban Pull-Out—“ Now that the Cubans 
have begun to leave Angola, there are still problems—for 
the MPLA government, for the United Nations monitors 
and perhaps even for South Africa,” states an editorial 
on page 10 of the Johannesburg THE STAR in English of 
16 January. “It is not clear how Luanda proposes to 
counter the UNITA threat without the Cubans. For this 
and other reasons the departure of the remaining Cubans 
will be followed with close interest, especially by South 
Africa and the U.S.” “The next exercise to be monitored 
is Namibia’s independence election and it would be 
unfortunate for the whole peace process if a bad prece- 
dent were to be set over the Cubans in Angola.” “The 
New York agreement may have opened the road to 
Cuban withdrawal and independence for Namibia, but it 
has not eliminated the pitfalls that still lie along that 
road.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Vote On It—“Elections settle many arguments, and an 
early election would help resolve some of the disputes 
among those trying to form a new liberal opposition 
party,” says Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
on 16 January in a page 4 editorial. “If President Botha 
does call an early election, it will in part be because he 
hopes to capitalise on differences among those to the left 
and right of the NP. An April election would come too 
soon for the formation of a new liberal party.” “If they 
were opposed by the PFP, neither Denis Worrall nor 
Wynand Malan would return to Parliament and Malan’s 
two PFP defectors would lose their seats. Fighting an 
election as separate parties would not be a bad thing. It 
would show how much support each of them had, 
validating or destroying claims of vast numbers of poten- 
tial voters. This would enable the new party to be 
formed, and its leader chosen, with all concerned know- 
ing the size of the dowry each of the suitors would bring 
to the union.” 


SOWETAN 


Schools Ongoing Problem—The Johannesburg SOWE- 
TAN in English of 16 January notes in an editorial on 
page 6: “Almost inevitably there were several nasty 
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incidents when schools reopened in Soweto last week. 
This is an Ongoing problem which will not be solved until 
parents and the authorities look at long-term solutions, 
and stop the habit of reacting to situations. Perhaps the 
most important thing that would help minimise prob- 
lems in black schools is that education should become 
one for all children.” “The intermittent disruption of 
schooling in black townships reflects the general distress 
and disenchantment in the communities. We cannot 
deal with the school situation in isolation. There are 
various socioeconomic problems that create an unhappy 
environment around black schooling. As we are unable 
to deal with all the problems, and as we must by now be 
aware that black education and its instability is a time- 
bomb for social unrest, we must get together as a nation 
to deal with the problem.” 


TRANSVALER 


Radical Reaction to Khetso House Investigation— 
“Radical circles have regularly accused the authorities 
and police of being hesitant to act when left-wing groups 
are hit by terrorism, and of being sympathetic towards 
the right,” says an editorial on page 8 of the Johannes- 
burg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 12 January. “Now 
the police, through Minister Adriaan Viok, have taken 
the unusual step of revealing what their investigations 
have indicated regarding these same terrorist attacks, but 
the deserved appreciation has not been forthcoming. 
Instead, there has been a storm of protest over the 
revelations about the Khotso House explosion. The 
radicals’ contempt for the system’ is well known, but 
their reaction strikes one as notably emotional because 
the findings are not to their liking. Their protests sound 
like prejudiced hollow noises.” 


DIE BURGER 


Impractical CP Policy—In an editorial on page 14, the 
Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 12 January 
says that “Judging by their reaction, Conservative Party 
supporters do not understand the widespread indigna- 
tion over the decision by certain CP councils to reintro- 
duce rigid apartheid.” “CP partition policies and their 
dream of a white homeland is their way of escaping from 
reality, and the party continues to pretend partition is 
practicable. However, should the CP ever find itself in a 
position to carry out that policy, the present hullabaloo 
about its return to petty apartheid will seem like child's 
play in comparison. No change of tone or style, as Dr 
Treurnicht proposes, will ever make CP policy practi- 
cal.” 


BEELD 


U.S. Terrorism Report—‘lt is surprising that the U.S. 
Defense Department gives so much attention to the 
ANC in its report on terrorism,” says an editorial on 
page 8 of the Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 13 
January. “For years the United States has accused South 
Africa of not being prepared to negotiate with the ANC. 
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What is more, ANC leaders are given friendly welcomes 
in that country—Oliver Tambo, for example, recently 
called on Secretary of State George Shultz. Such treat- 
ment enhances the prestige of the ANC, and makes it 
easy for the organization to obtain funds and dangerous 
weapons. Is one to assume that the United States will 
now treat the ANC differently? We doubt it, because the 
U.S. has never placed any restrictions on the organiza- 
tion.” “While we welcome the fact that super powers are 
beginning to see the ANC for what it is, it does not help 
if the governments of countries like the United States 
and Britain contradict their own statements by gestures 
of good will towards this terrorist organization.” 


RAPPORT 


Make Peaceful Options Work—“South Africa does have 
options that stop short of violence,” observes the Johan- 
nesburg RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 15 January in an 
editorial on page 10. This was once again emphasized by 
events this week. First, Minister Chris Heunis and Dr 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi announced a committee to look 
into the obstacles on the path of negotiation. Later in the 
week, the efforts of the parties to the left of the NP to 
merge remained on course, despite serious problems 
over leadership. All those involved in these events have 
one thing in common: They are seeking a nonviolent 
solution to the problems of South Africa.“ "There are 
those who would have us believe that vioience is the only 
option. Many have already been putting their words into 
action. More people may rally behind them if they lose 
faith in nonviolent options. This places a great respon- 
sibility on the shoulders of the proponents of peaceful 
options. They must prove that such options exist, and 
that they can work—and make them work.“ 


Heunis-Buthelezi Committee—In an article on the same 
page, Anne-Marie Mischke writes: “One is afraid to say 
too much too soon about this week's joint statement by 
Minister Chris Heunis and Chief Minister Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi that their governments will form a committee 
to look into obstacles hampering negotiation. Apparently 
both Minister Heunis and Dr Buthelezi are equally 
cautions; their statement is very soberly worded.” “The 
statement this week can be seen not just as the first 
tangible results of the past few months’ discussions, but 
also of very hard and deft work by many people over the 
past 3 years. A small gesture after so much diplomatic 
effort? Not if one sees it in perspective. It says a lot about 
the laboriousness and of the prenegotiation stage. Of the 
talks about talks after decades of misunderstanding and 
even open hostility. Statements like this week's do not 
simply happen. We must also realize that the chances of 
failure for such efforts are just as great as their chances 
for success, because there are so many variables 
involved—white politics, black politics, and the broader 
South African politics.” “Without saying too much too 
soon too loudly, it is obvious that both sides must have 
learned much more than mere patience to give the 
present effort a reasonable chance.” 
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* Pharmaceutical Self-Sufficiency Attempted 
34000138b Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
29 Nov 88 p 10 


[Text] Leading pharmaceutical group Adcock-ingram 
aS stepped up its search for self-sufficiency and reports 
good progress in import replacement by two of its 
subsidiary companies. 


Adcock-Ingram CE Don Bodley says the group, which is 
continually upgrading production, is working closely 
with its suppliers and academics to achieve greater 
self-sufficiency. 


Considering progress so far, it is noted that subsidiary 
company Adcock-Ingram Laboratories has given priority 
to local development of equipment which has tradition- 
ally been imported. 


It is also looking hard at creating new products, says 
Bodley. 


Sabax, another subsidiary and major local manufacturer 
of a wide range of life-saving and life-sustaining medical 
care products, has concluded a series of projects to 
replace imports. 


Firsts 


Sabax CE Henry Bernstein says developments such as 
local production of medical grade plastic and injectable 
grade glucose have resulted in foreign exchange savings 
of several million rand a year. 


“As self-efficiency has always been a prime objective for 
Sabax, its investments in technology, people plant and 
equipment have brought some notable ‘firsts’ in locally 
produced, critical, medical care products.” 


This includes the first and only medical grade plastics 
manufacturing facility commissioned in 1979, says 
Bernstein. 


Since then Sabax has ively increased the amount 
of componentry manufactured from local supplies, 
including polymer made by Sasol. 


A spinoff has been the creation of a wealth of opportu- 
nities for small companies to supply Adcock-Ingram 
with vital plastic components. 


AS a proactive group and to stimulate import replace- 
ment of basic componentry, we operate a vendor indoc- 
trination programme where suppliers are brought to 
Adcock-Ingram in terms of our overall quality improve- 
ment programme,” says Bernstein. 


Lately, the company has intensified its research efforts to 
further reduce its dependence on overseas expertise. 
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“Today, it is more essential for SA to acquire technology 
and skills and add value to locally made products, rather 
than trade only in raw and semi-processed materials. 


“In this way we not only safeguard our own position, but 
also provide a healthy, competitive base for export 
business,” he says. 


The company, which operates the largest distillation 
plant in the southern hemisphere to ensure a reliable 


supply of pyrogen-free, sterile water for irrigation solu- 
tions, has just completed a project to make medical 
grade glucose used extensively in intravenous nutrition 


The method was developed in association with a local 
primary supplier by transforming SA sugar into a pyro- 
gen-free injectable grade of glucose meeting the highest 
purity standards in medical specifications. 


Bernstein says that, generally in SA, basic componentry 
for medical care products offers an opportunity for 


import replacement. 


Sterile 


“We need more entrepreneurs to start small businesses 
to supply vital plastic components for this industry,” 


In conjunction with the CSIR and several suppliers, 
Adcock-Ingram Laboratories has developed equipment 
previously imported for its various factories. 


In 1986 it commissioned a R4m sterile facility with a 
local material content exceeding 95 


. The facility manufactures dental anesthetic cartridges 
and local anesthetics. 


Altogether savings of about R6m in forex for equipment 
purchases have been made since 1986. 


* SASOL Moving Into Plastics Market 
34000138a Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
29 Nov 88 p 10 


[Text] High hopes for the future of polypropylene have 
prompted SASOL [South African Coal, Oil and Gas 


Corporation] to start work on its new world-scale plant 
at Secunda. 
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At a projected cost of R390m, the plant represents one of 
the company’s biggest undertaking since it decided in the 
1970s to proceed with the giant SASOL Two and Three 
synfuel plants at the same site. 


The move marks SASOL’s first effective entry into SA’s 
plastics market and is aimed at taking advantage of the 
high demand for polypropylene in the national and 
international arena. 


Designed to compete internationally in terms of quality, 
technical assistance and price—even in adverse market 
conditions—the new venture will have an annual pro- 
duction capacity of 120,000 tons, says SASOL Polymers 
MD Koos Brand. 


“The plant is designed to produce the full range of 
homopolymers as well as random and impact copoly- 
mers,” he says. 


Homopolymers will be produced for use in continuous 
extrusion processes such as weaving tapes, fibre and 
strapping. 


Suitable products for injection and siow molding appli- 
cations are also planned. 


Impact (block) copolymers are to be introduced for 
profile and pipe extrusions. 


“The new plant can annually save SA at least R200m in 
foreign exchange,” says Brand, “‘a figure” which could be 
much higher if the availability of polypropylene in the 
local market can spur convertors to export ready-made 
products.“ 


SA market demand for polypropylene, currently around 
56,000 tons a year, is expected to grow to 70,000 tons by 
1990. 


Because import control of the product was abolished in 
1986, SASOL’s polypropylene will be fully exposed to 
international competition. 


“This justifies our decision to build a plant with world- 
scale capacity so as to offset any disadvantage created by 
a smaller local market.” 


President Receives Message Form Egypt's Mubarak 
MB1201193589 Launda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 12 Jan 89 


[Text] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, chairman of 
the MPLA-Labor Party and president of the People’s 
Republic of Angola, received a message in Luanda today 
from Husni Mubarak, his Egyptian counterpart. In his 
message, which was delivered by Anwar al-Dakruri, the 
Egyptian ambassador accredited to our country, Presi- 
dent Mubarak expressed his support for the Angolan 
Government's policy in light of the accords Angola, 
Cuba, and South Africa recently signed in New York. 


The Angolan head of state also met with Anatole 
Khondo, Congolese ambassador accredited to Angola, 
with whom he discussed issues of bilateral interest. 


Van Dunem Meets Tunisian Envoy, Polish Delegation 
MB1601203089 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 16 Jan 89 


[Text] Angolan External Relations Minister Afonso Van 
Dunem Mbinda received a message from his Tunisian 
counterpart, Abdelhamid Escheikh, in Luanda today. 
The message, whose contents was not disclosed, was 
delivered by Rosahem Sadeq, permanent secretary in the 
Tunisian Foreign Affairs Ministry. 

This afternoon Afonso van Dunem also received the 
visiting Polish parliamentary delegation and Michael 
Kennedy, president of a U.S. company, Citizen Energy. 
They discussed the development of relations between 
Angola and Poland and the feasibility of cooperation in 
the economic field. 


Talks With Portuguese Official 
MB1201200489 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 12 Jan 89 


ext] Silas Cerqueira, member of the presidency of the 

orld Peace Council and leader of the Portuguese 
movement against apartheid, is currently visiting Angola 
at the invitation of the MPLA-Labor Party Central 
Committee. 


who is also a member of the Portuguese Council 
for and Cooperation, was received this week by 
Afonso van Dunem Mbinda, secretary for external rela- 
tions of the MPLA-Labor Party Central Committee. Dur- 
ing the meeting, the two officials exchanged views about 
the [words indistinct] in southwestern Africa in light of the 
and bilateral accords Angola, Cuba, and South 

Africa signed in New York. 


Joint Commission Examines Brazilian Cooperation 
MB1501203089 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 15 Jan 89 


[Text] Cooperation between Angola and Brazil in the 
economic, trade, technical, and cultural fields will be 
examined in Luanda as on 17 January. 
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The Angolan-Brazilian commission, entrusted with the 
task of annually examining the various cooperation 
agreements between the two countries, will conclude the 
Luanda meeting with the signing of a number of judicial 
instruments. 

After Nigeria, Angola is Brazil's second principal African 
trading partner with annual trade transactions worth 
$305 million. 


Economic Protocol Signed 
MB1701195789 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 17 Jan 89 


[Text] The fourth session of the Angola-Brazil joint 
commission ended in Luanda today with the signing of a 
protocol providing for increased economic cooperation 
in various fields. Cooperation between the two countries 
is centered mainly on energy, petroleum, agriculture, 
construction, and transportation. The two countries 
have a common desire to expand bilateral cooperation to 
develop their economies. 


Angolan Planning Minister Comrade Antonio Henri- 
ques da Silva stressed that the main goal is to increase 
South-South relations, in which Brazil would be Angola's 
main partner. 

Brazil's Itamaraty Minister Paulo Tasso da Flecha Lima 
was very pleased with the results that have been achieved 
and is optimistic about future relations between the two 
countries. 


Polish Arrives for Talks 
MB1501202889 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 15 Jan 89 


[Text] Talks between Angolan and Polish parliamentarians 
are expected to be held in Luanda this week within the 
ee oe ae See Ome Oe TD 
ields. 


A Polish parliamentary delegation led by Polish Parlia- 
ment Vice Marshal Merek Wieczorek arrived in Luanda 
yesterday. The Polish parliamentary delegation, which 
includes deputies from different Polish political parties 
and parliamentary commissions, is visiting Angola at the 
invitation of the Angolan People’s Assembly. 


The delegation will hold talks with Angolan party and 
government authorities, pay homage to the late Presi- 
dent Agostinho Neto, and visit Namibe Province. 


Mozambique 


Report Cites USSR’s Cancellation of Debt 
MB1301065189 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0500 GMT 13 Jan 89 


[Text] AIM disclosed yesterday that the USSR will cancel 
Mozambique's debt, as well as that of 21 other developing 
countries. The source added that of the 22 countries 
benefitting from the measure, Soviet economist Sergey 
Sergeyev mentioned only Mozambique, Ethiopia, and the 
People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen. 
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Soviet Denies Report 
MB1301184089 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1800 GMT 13 Jan 89 


[Text] The third secretary at the Soviet Embassy in 
Maputo, Andrey Pokrovskiy, has said that it is prema- 
ture to say that the Soviet Union will cancel Mozambi- 
que’s debt to the USSR. Mr Pokrovskiy was reacting to a 
declaration by a Soviet economist, Sergey Sergeyev, in 
which he is quoted as saying that the Soviet Union is 
going to cancel the debt of 22 underdeveloped countries, 
including Mozambique. 


Mr Sergeyev’s remarks were published yesterday in the 
Soviet magazine MOSCOW NEWS. 


Mr Pokrovskiy said everything is still at a preliminary 
Stage and that it is too early to say anything specific. He 
said the Soviet Union is studying the question of the 
Mozambican debt to the USSR and is analyzing Mozam- 
bique’s financial situation and perspectives for paying all 
or part of the debt. The matter, he says, will be discussed 
in detail on 27 February in Moscow at the next meeting 
of the joint Mozambique-Soviet Union commission for 
economic affairs. 


Mozambique’s debt to the Soviet Union stands at more 
than R1.5 billion, which is about $2.4 billion at the 
official exchange rate. 


Mr Pokrovskiy reiterated the official Soviet position that 
the problem of developing countries’ debt to the Soviet 
Union should be placed in the context of a global 
solution to indebtness, but he added that the Soviet 
Union is prepared to take unilateral steps, including the 
cancellation of debts in some cases. He recalled that the 
Soviet Union has already proposed an international 
conference on Africa's foreign debt to be held under the 
auspices of the United Nations and with the participa- 
tion of international finance institutions, such as the 
World Bank; the International Monetary Fund, IMF; as 
well as creditor and debtor nations. 


Dos Santos Receives Hungarian Envoy, Message 
MB1501140389 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 


0900 GMT 13 Jan 89 


[Text] People’s Assembly Chairman Marcelino dos 
Santos received Hungarian Ambassador to Mozamique 
Tibor Ujvari in Maputo yesterday. 


The ambassador handed him a message from Hungary's 
National Assembly addressed to Mozambique's People’s 
Assembly. 


Marcelino dos Santos and Tibor Ujvari exchanged views 
on the activities of the two countries’ assemblies. 
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Materrula Meets \Vith Frontline Delegates in Paris 
MB1301182589 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GIAT 13 Jan 89 


[Text] Antonio Mxterrula, secretary of state for foreign 
affairs, held talks with other countries’ officials at the 
international conference on chemical weapons held in 
Paris, which ended on 1! January. 


Antonio Materrula held a courtesy meeting on 6 January 
with Soviet Foreign Minister Sduard Shevardnadze and 
held working meetings the following day with Frontline 
officials, the U.S. secretary of state, and the Soviet 
foreign minister. 


The Frontline officials also met with UN Secretary Gen- 
eral Javier Perez de Cuellar and French Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas. 


The Frontline delegates to the chemical weapons confer- 
ence stressed the need to implement UN Security Coun- 
cil Resolution 435 on Namibian independence. 


Namibia 


Nujoma Urges Increase in UN Monitoring Force 
MB1801062589 Umtata Capital Radio in English 


0500 GMT 18 Jan 89 


[Text] SWAPO says the UN should send more troops to 
monitor Namibia's independence elections than origi- 
nally planned. The leader, Sam Nujoma, says the pro- 
posed number of 7,500 should be increased or doubled. 
He is resisting efforts by the major powers to reduce the 
UN military force that will be sent to the territory. 
Nujoma told reporters at the United Nations the situa- 
tion in Namibia is critical and explosive. He has accused 
South Africa of training murder squads and preparing to 
disrupt the elections. 


Security Council Vote on UNTAG, Aid Noted 
MB1701060089 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 17 Jan 89 


[Text] Tne UN Security Council has named | April the 
date for the beginning of the independence process for 
South West Africa. Our represeniative in Washington 
says that the Security Council unanimously agreed on 
the date at an unexpected meeting in New York shortly 
before midnight. the meeting was held after weeks of 
consultations. 


In a second resolution also adopted unanimously, the 
Security Council welcomed the peace agreement signed 
by South Africa, Angola, and Cuba in December last 
year. In the resolution, all those involved, and other 
members of the United Nations were urged to cooperate 


in the implementation of the agreement. 
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The UN secretary general, Dr Perez de Cuellar, was 
directed to arrange a formal cease-fire between South 
Africa and SWAPO. He was also asked to look ancw at the 
implementation of the peace plan, and, where possible, to 
cut costs without hampering the United Nations in its task 
to arrange free and just elections in South West Africa. 


Our representative said that the Security Council had 
also asked all members of the United Nations to consider 
financial aid to South West Africa during the transitional 
period and after independence. 


The council called on South Africa to reduce its police 
force in South West Africa to ensure a reasonable bal- 
ance between the police and the UN Transitional Assis- 
tance Group, UNTAG. 


Our representative said that the General Assembly 
would have to meet soon to approve the cost of sending 
a UN force to South West Africa. 


Police Force To Be Recuced by One-Sixth 
MB1701193789 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1900 GMT 17 Jan 89 


[Text] Our political news staff reports that SWAPO will 
in future no longer be recognized as the only authentic 
representative of the South West African people. This 
follows from the United Nations Security Council deci- 
sion on | April to begin the implementation of the UN’s 
plan to grant independence to the territory. 


A spokesman for the Department of Foreign Affairs said 
that South Africa had agreed to reduce the territory's 
police force by one-sixth, to about 1,700 men, to achieve a 
balance between this force and the UN Transition Group 
{[UNTAG]. Earlier, the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik 
Botha, said that as a measure of goodwill the special unit 
known as Koevoet [Crowbar] would be disbanded. 


The UN secretary general, Dr Perez de Cuellar, is to 
report back in a fortnight on the strength of UNTAG, as 
well as how to reduce the cost of the independence 
process. In addition, he has been given the task of 
arranging a cessation of hostilities between SWAPO and 
South West Africa. 


Government Faces Cut in RSA Financial Aid 
MB1801101089 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 18 Jan 89 pp, 1, 2 


[Text] Namibia is to cut back on its government depart- 
meat budgets by at least 7.5 percent to accommodate 
next year’s R225m cut in direct aid from SA, Transi- 
tional Government (TG) Finance Minister Dirk Mudge 
said yesterday. 


The government was informed of the size of the cut- 
back—from R308m to R83m—by SA Finance Minister 
Barend du Plessis in August last year. 
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SA has also indicated it will no longer guarantee loans to 
Namibia, a requirement of institutions abroad. 


“We were hoping SA would help us financially until 
independence, but they were adamant they would not 
change their minds,” Mudge said. 


“Namibia will have to do without SA’s direct contribu- 
tion after independence anyway so we will just have to 
make up the difference by exploring other sources of 
income.” 


Confirming the cutback figure, SA Finance Director- 
General Chris Stals said the situation was still flexible, 
but it was believed such a reduction was in line with the 


_ terms of UN Resolution 435. . 


He said it would be up to the international community to 
share the burden by coming up with additional funds to 
finance the territory’s needs. But Namibian government 


_ knows it would be difficult to obtain foreign funding 


until Namibia attained independence because only then 
would SA ties be severed. 


Stals said the cutback did not include an additional 
R300m which Namibia also obtained from its participa- 
tion in the customs union with SA. 


However, TG Economic Affairs Secretary Deon Gous 
said the TG was investigating SA’s customs duties con- 
tribution figure had been stagnant for a few years and it 
was believed it should be considerably higher. 


Namibia’s capital projects—like schools, hospitals, 
water systems and roads—will be the most severely 
affected by SA’s financial cutback. 


Mudge said Namibia would not embark on new projects 
next year and would only be able to complete projects 
already underway. 


Gous said SA’s direct aid contribution had totalled 16 
percent of the TG’s budget last year. The effect of 
cutbacks, particularly in capital projects, could severely 
hamper Namibia's future development. 


“For example, we have a population growth rate of 3 
percent, or 36,000 people a year. To accommodate the 
education requirements we need to build at least seven 
schools a year, which would cost about R50m. 


“We already have a backlog, to say nothing of the 
pressures put on the system by the return of refugees, 
estimated by some to be in the region of 80,000.” 


It is likely the financial relationship between SA and 
Namibia will be aired in more detail in the March 
budget. However, it may be dealt with even sooner when 
President P.W. Botha opens ?arliament on February 3. 
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Transport Workers Dismissed To Cut Expenses 
MB1801092989 Johannesburg TRANSVALER 
in Afrikaans 13 Jan 89 p 4 


[Excerpts] More than 400 National Transportation Cor- 
poration [NTC] workers were forced to resign or to face 
dismissal in January or February this year in an attempt 
to cut down on expenses. Since the NTC took over from 
the South African Transport Services in August 1988, 
492 workers had already resigned according to a state- 
ment Mr Willy Matsi, the general secretary of the Nami- 
bian Transportation and Allied Workers Union 
[NATAWU], issued yesterday. [passage omitted] 


More recently, the NTC informed workers that they 
could receive their pensions and an additional amount of 
money if they resigned voluntarily before 15 January. 
Those who do not resign voluntarily, leave the decision 
of continuous provision of employment in the hands of 
the NTC management. Those dismissed after 15 January 
do not receive their full pensions. [passage omitted] 


A NATAWU statement says it holds NTC responsible 
for any action by the workers which results from the 
tense atmosphere in which they find themselves. Mr 
Matsi says NATAWU is aware that NTC is afraid of the 
unity formed by union workers over the past year. 


Editorial Says SWAPO Challenge ‘Supreme Test’ 
MB1701195189 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER in English 13 Jan 89 p 3 


[Editorial] 


[Text] One of the least admirable treats of the human 
mind is its ability to forget the crimes of a monster with 
the passage of time. 


Today we are witnessing a similar mental blackout in the 
effort of liberal invertebrates to clean up the reputation 
of SWAPO and even that of Fidel Castro. 


They are attempting to narcotize the international world 
that Cuba is better off under Castro than ever before, that 
Soviet Russia is better off under Gorbachev, than ever 
before, yes, that even SWA [South West Africa] would be 
better off under a SWAPO regime than ever before. 


South-West Africans must realise that we are the target 
sights of our deadliest enemy. 


A SWA which tolerates such a challenge and contem- 
plates friendly “talks” with the challenger, is doomed by 
its own spiritual atrophy. 


We will have to realise that SWAPO is still the very same 
monster we have had around for some time. 
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Our Security Forces considered to scrap the curfew in 
Ovambo at the beginning of October last year already, 
but a drastic increase in the terror incident figures of the 
previous month (September 1988) made that totally 
impossible. 


On December 24 two civilians died in a mine incident in 
Ovambo while a third was seriously injured. 


This was succeeded by another mine incident on January 
6 this year. And we are bound to experience more such 
attrocities. 


We agree with the SWA Territory Force that it seems 
that SWAPO either lost control of it’s terrorists, or they 
are not serious about the implementation of Res. 435. 


All history teaches that nations only survive when they 
have the will to defend themselves. 


A SWA who is afraid to get tough with a midget SWAPO 
is psychologically incapable of standing up in the future 
against even greater threats. 


To all this we experience a faint hearts reply that we will 
in future be able to exist with SWAPO, even though we 
condemn them. 


It is a humiliating thought that a SWA which could not 
live on South Africa’s terms, sees no shame to soon live 
on SWAPO’s. 


Certainly SWAPO is today our supreme test. It is the 
test, not only of SWA/Namibia’s self-respect, but even of 
our capacity for survival. 


Zambia 


Kaunda Meets Israeli Envoy, Supports PLO 
MB1301200989 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 13 Jan 89 


[Text] President Kaunda today condemned Israeli occu- 
pation of Arab territory and welcomed the recent state- 
ment by the Israeli Labor Party to strengthen dialogue 
with the Palestinians, saying this was a positive direction 
towards peace in the Middle East. 


Speaking at State House when an Israeli special envoy and 
ambassador at large, Mr David Pinche, called on him, 
Comrade Kaunda said Zambia has always condemned 
occupation of other people’s territory. He said Israel's 
intention to meet Palestinians raised hopes for Middle 
East peace since massive losses of property and life have 
been incurred during the bitter prolonged war. Comrade 
Kaunda said Zambia recognized Palestinian Liberation 
Organization—-PLO—Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat as a head of 
state because Comrade ‘Arafat is fighting a just war. 
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President Kaunda said Israel should not do to the Arabs 
what the Nazis did under Adolf Hitler to the Jews, but 
should instead move with the changing situation to bring 
peace to the Middle East. 


Riots Break Out in Copperbelt Over Price Rises 
MB0901 163789 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 9 Jan 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The worst fears of the Zambian Government seem 
to be coming true. More than 60 people have been 
arrested on the Copperbelt following rioting in the town 
of Luanshya. The disturbances happened after the gov- 
ernment withdrew subsidies on maize meal causing 
massive price rises. The authorities tried to upset the 
price burden by introducing a scheme involving special 
coupons. From Lusaka, Roger Hearing reports. 


[Hearing] Trouble has been widely expected since the 
government announced plan for the ending of the gen- 
eral subsidy on mealie meal in November. But the first 
serious incident occurred in the Copperbelt town of 
Luanshya over the weekend, following the formal intro- 
duction of the new system on Saturday. According to 
police in the Copperbelt, a large group of youth who had 
heard rumors of rioting in other towns rampaged 
through Luanshya township of Mpatamatu, stoning a 
post office and mine canteen. Police closed off much of 
the township and reported that order had been restored 
following the arrest of 61 rioters. 


The new system of mealie meal coupons has caused 
concern amongst the poorest sections of the population. 
Under this system, the heavy mealie meal subsidy which 
has crippled the economy is being replaced by coupons 
to the same value, issued to citizens who register with the 
local authority. They can then pay for some of their 
mealie meal with this coupon. With the end of the 
general subsidy, the price of mealie meal on-the open 
market has more than doubled. A shortage of coupons 
and registration forms in some areas is Causing panic. 


Private Shops ‘Reluctant’ To Accept Food Coupons 
MB1201094489 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
0400 GMT 12 Jan89 


[Text] The Consumer Protective Association in Ndola 
has appealed to the district council to probe reports that 
some private dealers, appointed as special shops for the 
sale of mealie meal, are reluctant to accept coupons in 
preference to cash. Ndola central chairman of the asso- 
ciation, Comrade Rudyard Mutoloka, made the appeal 
yesterday and said the alleged stand by the dealers 
involved was causing inconvenience to consumers. 


Some consumers were now traveling long distances to 
buy mealie meal, using coupons in state shops because of 
the reluctance by private shops to accept the documents. 
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He said that in certain cases, some private dealers, 
appointed to sell mealie meal under the coupon systems, 
have not even started trading in the commodity. 


And a report from Chipata says tha: the failure by the 
Chipata district council to select special shops to accept 
mealie meal coupons has delayed the exercise which has 
broug:it a general Outcry among residents. 


Reacting to recent reports that (Newton) cooperative 
union is refusing to accept coupons, union chairman 
Comrade Gotso Mulema said the district council has not 
supplied the union with details of the special shops to be 
supplied with mealie meal coupons. 


Problems Encountered in Chipata 
MB1701083589 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 


. 0400 GMT 17 Jan 89 


[Text] According to a report from Chipata, the new 
coupon system has not yet taken off in the district, due to 
certain features which have to be ironed out by the 


_ district council. The report said yesterday several work- 


ers had not yet received their coupons from the council, 
and the special shops (?waiting) to receive the coupons 
had no mealie meal to sell. 


Eastern Cooperative Union [word indistinct], Comrade 
(Ulia Namuka), said the union, who are the millers, 
could not supply the mealie meal to special shops until 
all the details have been furnished by the council. 


Over the weekend, Eastern Province Permanent secre- 
tary Comrade Nicholas Mumba instructed the council to 
speed up the processing of the coupons so tiiat workers 
can start benefiting from the new system. 


a, Businessmen Discuss C S) stem 
MB1601173689 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 16 Jan 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program} 


[Text] Zambia’s Minister of Finance Gibson Chigaga has 
held a meeting today with businessmen and officials to 
discuss the complaints and confusion which has arisen just 
a week after a new coupon system was introduced for 
buying maize meal. The Zambian Government has 
removed its subsidy on the staple food, but the attempt to 
protect poorer consumers from the full effects of the new 
price seem to be failing. As Roger Hearing reports from 
Lusaka, big changes to the system are now in the offing: 


[Hearing] Just over a week ago, a new system of shopping 
officially began in Zambia. Instead of the basic food— 
mealie meal—being sold at the subsidized price as before, 
the subsidy was replaced by coupons to the same value 
distributed to people who [words indistinct] cities. Mealie 
meal in the shops was to be sold at nearest market price. 


Government spokesman are still claiming the system is a 
success but it is more than [words indistinct] trouble to 
Finance Minister Gibson Chigaga had called a top-level 
meeting about today. The gathering of provincial polit- 
ical secretaries, millers, and businessmen in Lusaka will 
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have to consider the large number of abuses the system 
seems open to. Distribution of the coupons is less than 
efficient. Livingstone, with a population of 92,000, has 
received only just over 9,000 coupons. 


On the other hand, many people in Lusaka and the 
Copperbelt appear to have been claiming more than one 
per person per month they are entitled to. When party 
vigilantes chased a suspicious looking man near one 
store, he ran off, dropping a briefcase that was found to 
contain several hundred coupons in claim form. 


Many shops are refusing to take the coupons, and people 
are having to travel long distances [words indistinct] 
paying about as much as on the bus as the worth of a 
coupon. 


There is also a confusion about how the coupons can be 
used and what for. Some market sellers are taking them 
in payment for cooking oil and other commodities, and 
the coupons are threatening to rival the kwacha as a form 
of currency. On top of all this, there is even a religious 
sect in the southern province that is reported to have 
been tearing up the coupons because they consider giving 
out of coupon numbers to be the work of the devil. Even 
the two government-owned newspapers, normally defer- 
ential on matters of policy, have been attacking the 
system for hurting the very people it is meant to pro- 
tect—the poorest of the poor. Facing enormous unani- 
mous chorus of protests, the government seems certain 
to undertake some radical changes just to keep the 
system afloat. 


Government, E. Nations Discuss Barter 
MB1601185289 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 16 Jan 89 


[Text] The party and its government is discussing the 
promotion of barter trade with some African and Social- 
ist countries in Europe. 


Permanent Secretary for Commerce and Industry 
Celestine Ssewankambo said today discussions were under 
way with Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and 
Uganda. He was speaking at Lusaka’s International Air- 
port before departure for Dar es Salaam, Tarzania to 
attend a Tanzania-Zambia Railway Authority—Tazara— 
board meeting and the general assembly of Africa’s Bureau 
of Standards in Kenya. 


Bank Employees Strike Over Loan Restrictions 
MB1701192589 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 17 Jan 89 


[Text] Business was at a standstill at all Barclays Bank 
branches in Lusaka and Kitwe today as workers went on 
a strike demanding the withdrawal of a circular limiting 
loan facilities to employees. In Lusaka, people who went 
to the banks this morning were disappointed as doors 
remained closed while workers (?sat) outside to press for 
their demand. Efforts to get a comment from Managing 
Director Mr [name indistinct] failed as the telephones 
went unanswered. 
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* Bumper Crop of 15 Million Tons of Maize 
34000029b Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL in English 
3 Nov 88 p I 


[Article: ““Bumper Harvest Bought”) 


[Text] Over 14 million bags of the expected 15 million 
bumper harvest has been bought by government for 
which it has paid out more than KI! billion to both 
commercial and peasant farmers. 


Over 3 million bags of the marketed maize has, however, 
not been moved to storage depots and is lying in rural 
areas although arrangements are being made to move it. 


President Kaunda yesterday cited lack of foreign 
exchange as the major constraint in effective planning 
for the maize haulage exercise. 


Because of the foreign exchange problems it had been 
difficult to order tarpaulins, trucks and spare parts which 
were vital for the exercise. 


President Kaunda said although the maize haulage exer- 
cise had been hit by many problems, everything possible 
was being done to find solutions to improve the situation. 


But he noted that it was not easy to find foreign exchange 
given the present state of the economy. 


President Kaunda’s remarks on the maize haulage exer- 
cise come in the wake of fears that thousands of bags of 
maize still lying uncollected might be soaked by rains in 
various parts of the country because it had not been 
moved to storage sheds or covered by tarpaulins. 


He, however, said he was happy that 14.2 million bags of 
maize had been marketed out of the expected bumper 
crop of 15 million bags. 


President Kaunda said in terms of cash this meant that 
provincial co-operatives had paid out over K1 billion to 
both commercial and peasant farmers whom he congrat- 
ulated for a job well done. 


President Kaunda also repeated his call for people to go 
back to the land and farm rather than remain in town 
looking for work. 


He said the K1 billion which had been paid to the 
farmers in the rural areas meant that the peasants had 
more money in their pockets. 


And Lusaka Province Central Committee Member 
Bautis Kapulu has challenged farmers in the province to 
produce over one million bags of maize for the 1988/89 
season. 


In order for the farmers to reach this target, Cde Kapulu 
has appealed to Lusaka Provincial Co-operative Union 
to deliver farm inputs immediately. 


He was opening the third Lusaka Provincial Council 
meeting at the district council chamber yesterday. 
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Benin 


Cotonou University Students Stage Strike 
AB1701145889 Paris AF? in French 1429 GMT 
1/ Jan 89 


[Text] Cotonou, 17 Jan (AFP)}—The University of Coto- 
nou has been paralyzed since this morning by a 72-hour 
strike launched by the students to show their concern 
over the uncertainty in the maintenance of their schol- 
arships, reliable sources disclosed in Cotonou. The stu- 
dents had begun marching to the presidential palace 
chanting hostile slogans when they were blocked at the 
city’s entrance by soldiers, who arrested several of them. 
They were driven back to the campus, the same source 
stated. The forces of the law later blocked the entrance to 
the university and prevented anyone from either enter- 
ing or leaving the campus. By midday, however, the 
situation was calm. 


The seven representatives of the official student union 
were opposed to the strike but they were unable to 
prevent it, student sources stated. All lectures have been 
suspended and the lecturers have left the campus for fear 
that the strike will worsen, the same source said. 


According to the same source, there is a strike at the 
Cotonou Technical High School as well. Classes were 
suspended last week in the high schools‘of Cotonou and 
Porto Novo following disturbances that were caused, 
according to the authorities, by “unknown and evil 
elements.” The forces of the law had at that time 
stationed themselves in front of the schools, and order 
was progressively restored. 


Liberia 


Party Criticizes Doe Economic Policy Statement © 
AB1701210089 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 17 Jan 89 


[Text] The United People’s Party, UPP, says Liberia 
must create strong Liberian businesses or indigenous 
[word indistinct] instead of running the country to the 
goodwill of foreign investors. A press release from the 
UPP says the government must state clearly how it 
wishes to help Liberians play a significant role in the 
economic revival of the country. The UPP observed that 
the president’s recent economic policy speech indicated 
what the government wishes to do to enable foreigners to 
help with the development of Liberia, but, according to 
UPP, the statement falls short of what the government 
wants to do for Liberians to develop their own country. 


Finance Minister Details Foreign Debt 
AB1601214089 Paris AFP in French 2005 GMT 
16 Jan 89 


[Text] Monrovia, 16 Jan (AFP)—Liberia’s external debt 
amounted to $1.7 billion at the end of 1988, Finance 
Minister David Farhat stated today. Mr Farhat pointed 
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out in an interview with the MIRROR newspaper (inde- 
pendent) that this record amount is the resuli of the 
accumulation of arrears owed to international financial 
institutions. In 1988, the government reimbursed $30 
million of its external debt and $25 million owed to local 
creditors, the finance minister added. 


Nigeria 


Babangida on Ghana Trip, ‘Mass Expulsions’ 
AB1201164689 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 12 Jan 89° 


- [Text] President Ibrahim Babangida is back in Lagos 


after his state visit. to Ghana. At the state banquet last 
night in Accra, the president appealed to the law enforce- 
ment agents of both Nigeria and Ghana to treat with 
dignity the citizens of each other’s country. He urged his 


- brother heads of state to resist the temptation of taking 


actions capable of causing large-scale movement of their 
citizens. 


Speaking with Ghanaian journalists today before leaving 
Accra, President Babangida stated that he had agreed 
with his Ghanaian counterpart, Flight Lieutenant Jerry 
Rawlings, that mass expulsion of their nationals from 
each other’s country would no longer happen. 


Babangida Launches ‘New Industrial Policy’ 
AB1501190789 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 15 jan 89 


[Text] A new industrial policy for the country has been 
launched by President Ibrahim Babangida. The main 
(?crux) of the policy is to create a new investment 
climate and mobilize the country’s private sector to take 
the lead in entrepreneurship, with government providing 
only the infrastructural facilities and security. At the 
launching in Abuja yesterday, General Babangida said 
that the formulation of the new policy became impera- 
tive because the old one constituted a burden for all the 
governments, because they handled businesses that 
could be best managed by the private sector. 


He noted that the failure of past policies was responsible 
for unemployment, inadequate supply of raw materials, 
and underdevelopment. The federal government will 
soon launch an industrial development coordinating 
committee to ensure the implementation of the new 
policy. The committee will have the authority to approve 
the establishment of new industries in the country. It 
will, in particular, eliminate dalays in processing new 
applications for foreign investments. Other measures 
taken by the government to facilitate foreign invest- 
ments in the country include the amendment to the 
Nigerian Enterprises Promotion Decree. 
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Under the amendment, only a group of 40 businesses 
will remain as scheduled businesses, in which Nigerians 
will have 100 percent equity interests. All other busi- 
nesses except banking, insurance, petroleum prospect- 
ing, and mining have been removed from the schedule. 
Gen Babangida, however, stated that any foreigner who 
wished to invest an amount equivalent to 20 million 
naira Or more in the scheduled business will be allowed 
to do so, and such a business will be treated as one of 
those in the schedule. 


‘Reconstruction Fund’ Set Up 
AB1501192489 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 15 Jan 89 


[Text] A national economic reconstruction fund is to be 
set up by the federal government to facilitate the devel- 
opment of small- and medium-scale industrial enter- 
prises. Already, international financial institutions, 
including the World Bank and the African Development 
Bank as weil as the Government of Czechoslovakia, have 
provided $550 million for the take-off of the fund. On its 
part, the federal government is committing an initial 
amount of 300 million naira to the program. 


President Ibrahim Babangida announced this in Abuja 
yesterday at a dinner for members of the Nigerian 
business community. He stated that he had signed into 
law a decree setting up the fund. General Babangida 
Stated that with the establishment of the fund, the 
problems unsually associated with the financing of small 
and medium industries will be effectively tackled. He 
however warned that the measure is not be another 
cake-sharing scheme, stressing that the disbursement of 
the fund will be based strictly on competitive efficiency. 


Planning Minister on Economy, London Trip 
AB1301113389 London BBC World Service in English 
0730 GMT 13 Jan 89 


[From the “Network Africa” program, hosted by Hilton 
Fyle] 


[Text] Nigeria’s representatives left a crucial meeting in 
London this week feeling satisfied. The Nigerian minis- 
ter of planning and budget, Alhaji Abubakar Alhaji, and 
the governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria, Alhaji 
Abdul Kadir Ahmed, had met with the world’s 7 major 
donor countries and organizations to hear their verdict 
on Nigeria’s new 1989 budget. The seven said the budget 
was O.K. and, led by Britain, they pledged more finan- 
cial assistance for the Nigerian economy. Well, the 1989 
budget may be music to the donors’ ears, but, as has been 
demonstrated already by the petrol price rise, this will 
mean more tough measures, and sacrifices by the Nige- 
rian people. Here in London, | put it to Alhaji Abubakar 
Alhaji, the Nigerian minister of budget and planning, 
that really, Nigeria is now a poor country. 
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[Begin recording] [Alhaji] Well, we are not a poor 
country. [word indistinct] changing of fortune. The rev- 
enue accruing to the nation has fallen because of the 
[word indistinct] fall in the price of oil. And this started 
as far back as 1981, when the price was about $40 per 
barrel, and we were producing about 2.3 million barrels 
per day to today, when the price is about 14.15 per 
barrel, and we are producing abovt 1.355 million barrels 
per day. It is this change which made the international 
Organizations, especially the World Bank, to declare that 
Nigeria is now eligible for IDA, and that is International 
Development Association Fund, [words indistinct]. 
Now, IDA as you know, has a list of less developed 
countries. Now if we can diversify our sources of reve- 
nue, then the external factor will not have such a 
tremendous impact on our fortune or on our economy as 
it has in the past. 


[Fyle] What about other [word indistinct] factors like the 
need to import raw materials for certain products you 
are still making? Why not shut the car plants—the car 
plants you have in Nigeria? Why not shut the Adjaokuta 
steel mills and stop importing parts for these and save a 
lot of foreign exchange and concentrate on agriculture? 
What is wrong with that? 


[Alhaji] And that is how a lot of them have closed as a 
result of the changes that have taken place in the economy. 
And Leyland [truck assembly factory] in Ibadan has 
closed. But the fact remains that, you know, there is a limit 
to how far we can continue to maintain our old cars. And 
this is one of the reasons why we probably have to have one 
or two assembly plants going so that in due course we will 
be able to have fully incorporated Nigerian-made vehicles 
with thorough adaptation of technology. 


[Fyle] When can you see the economy turning the corner 
and getting better? Will that happen in the lifetime of 
this government, before 1992? 


[Alhaji] I hope so, I hope so. If it doesn’t happen before 
1992, things will be obvious that it will happen immedi- 
ately afterwards. [end recording] 


Government To Promote Gas Energy Use 
AB1701204989 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 17 Jan 89 


[Text] The federal government is pursuing a program to 
make gas the commonest domestic and industrial fuel in 
the country. President Ibrahim Babangida announced this 
today while commissioning the Itorogu Gas Treatment 
Plant in Bendel State. He said that as more Nigerians 
switched over to gas for their energy, appropriate author- 
ities should intensify the public enlightenment campaign 
on safety regulations. General Babangida disclosed that as 
part of government's efforts to popularize the use of gas, 
the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation would 
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invest about 2 billion naira into the industry in the next 5 
years. He expressed the hope that local and foreign inves- 
tors would make an equal amount of investment in the 
industry. 


The president gave assurance that excellent investment 
opportunities existed for the private sector because of a 
favorable domestic market for gas. To facilitate invest- 
ments in the industry, he restated that a national policy 
on natural gas would soon be launched to protect and 
promote the interests of investors. Gen Babangida main- 
tained that at the present state of the country’s develop- 
ment, there was need for efficient management and 
processing of energy. The measure, he said, was to 
conserve crude oil, which is the country’s major export 
earner, and ensure that its life span was extended. 


Amendment on Budget, National Assembly Membership 
AB1701113089 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 17 Jan 89 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] The Constitution Assembly 
yesterday passed an amendment which compelled the 
president to present the federal budget for the succeeding 
financial year before each house of the National Assem- 
bly at least 60 days before the end of the current financial 
year. Another decision taken by the Assembly was to the 
effect that any member of the National Assembly who 
resigns from his political party shall cease to be a 
member of the Assembly. Similarly, a member of the 
National Assembly who defects from one political party 
to the other shall vacate his seat in the House. 


Health Minister Discusses AIDS Prevention 
AB1701214489 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 17 Jan 89 


[Text] The federal government had disbursed about 1.2 
million naira to the Ministry of Health for the control of 
AIDS in the country this year. The amount is, however, 
being supplemented by external support from the World 
Bank organization. The minister of health, Prof Olikoye 
Ransome-Kuti, disclosed this at the inauguration of the 
National AIDS Committee and the four technical advi- 
sory committees. He stated that 1.2 million naira was 
allocated by the ministry for AIDS prevention and 
control this year. Professor Kuti disclosed that arrange- 
ments were on to found the medium-term plan expected 
to commence in September this year. The minister said 
12 out of 13 people known to have contracted the AIDS 
virus in Nigeria were now dead. He warned that the only 
effective way to prevent AIDS was by using condoms 
and avoiding multiple sexual partners as well as using 
sterilized instruments and needles. 
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* Impediments to Structural Adjustment Identified 
34000143a Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 
11 Nov 88 p 3 


[Text] The existence of the Foreign Exchange Market 
(FEM) and the bankers’ autonomous foreign exchange 
market undermines the objectives of the Structural 
Adjustment Programme (SAP). 


The General Manager of the Nigerian Ainerican Mer- 
chant Bank Limited, Mr Segun Agbetuyi, said that at a 
seminar on “cash management in the banking industry 
under FEM” organized by the DBL Consulting Services 
in Lagos. 


Mr Agbetuyi observed that having both FEM and the 


. autonomous market constituted an imperfection in the 


process of evolving a market determined exchange rate 
for the Naira. 


He noted that under FEM, the government indirectly 
subsidized foreign money sold by the Central Bank and 
which some buyers turn round to sell at the autonomous 
market for quick and high profit. 


Mr Agbetuyi, who had earlier presented a paper of like title 
with the seminar theme, argued that merging the FEM 
with the autonomous market would forestall the current 
situation, whereby some persons with extra amount of 
money bought under FEM to autonomous market, 
thereby, creating inflationary trends in the economy. 


Said he: “It is an imperfect market to have two prices for 
the same product (as is the case under FEM and auton- 
omous market)”, adding that it was obvious that certain 
manipulations of the FEM did not help the nation’s 
balance of paymeni problem. 


According to him, the government should not wedge 
itself between the factors of production and economic 
priorities as wanted by the citizenry. 


The economy, he explained, should be allowed to react 
to the demands of the people and if the market mecha- 
nism was properly set, the Naira would find its appro- 
priate rate of exchange. 


Earlier, in a keynote address to the seminar, the Control- 
ler, Corporate Finance Department of First City Mer- 
chant Bank, Mr Femi Akinsanya, said that FEM was a 
better alternative to devaluation. 


He explained that while devaluation did not provide and 
adjustment mechanism to keep pace with economic 
developments, the same could not be said of FEM. 


